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Brannigan was sitting at his littered desk, reading proof, 
when Markell entered. It was the noon hour and the shop was 
quiet, the linotypes were still. 

"Well", said Brannigan, "I've known you for fifteen years 
and sure never before have you given a hoot about my history. Now 
you want the whole story. What's the big idea?" 

"I'm on the W.P.A.", Markell answered, "digging up copy on 
the immigrants of different races, their reactions to America. 
Understand? I want to get the true slant of the Irish immigrant." 

"You'll never get that," said Brannigan, "Until you get the 
background of the Irishman, and you know that perhaps as well as 
Ido. But what do you want of me? Dates? Details? What day I 
left Ireland? What day I lended? What ship I came over on?" 

"No," answered Markell. "I don't think so. I may be wrong, 
but give me some color. Let me hear you talk." 

"And who can do that begter than I can?" asked Brannigan. 
"Well, I'll tell you. ‘The first thing I remember when I hit New 
York--" 

"--was the Statue of Liberty," broke in Markell, "the massive 
monument that stands in the harbor of New York and welcomes the 
eager immigrant to the land of tolerance, peace and prosperity. 
The land where hypocrisy is unknown, where snobbishness and king 


worshipping is abhorred. ‘The land where the silk hatted banker 
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stretches out an eager hand to the over-alled workman who passes 
him on the street. The land where every man is his brother's 
@equali" -- "IT know this is true," finished Markell, "because I've 
read it somewhere in a book." 

"You're in a fine humour this beautiful day, aren't you?" 
said Brannigan. "Better take a malted milk." 

"IT thought you'd see the light after a while," said Markell, 
"Yow, go on am talk." 

"I will, if you'll let me. Well, the first thing I saw when 
I walked up a New York street was a tall skinny guy come jogging 
along in a pair of pajemas, with his hands stuck up his sleeves 
and a pig-tail down his back. Sure, and I thought it was an In- 
dian. I'd never seen a Chinese before. I just stared open- 
mouthed at him and he stared at me and who stared the harder or 
looked the funnier, I'll leave to you. Well, a big cop came a-- 
img and told me to move on. I got kind of sore but he was from 
County Leitrim, my old home county, and we became good friends. 
He told me--" 

"Ah, you're skipping 411 over the place," Markell broke in, 
at don't know the value of this. What year was it?" 

"Nineteen hundred and one," said Brannigan, "and I was twen- 
ty years old. On my own, too, with a married sister out in Butte, 
Montana, who seemed a million miles away. I had only a vague 


idea about now to get there but I wasn't worrying any. I hada 
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little money and I was in America. That was the main thing?" 

"Why the main thing?" asked Markell. 

"Because I'd always wanted to come to America," Brannigan 
answered, "as every Irish boy growing up in those days dreamed 
of America and wanted to come here. But let's get back to Ire- 
land and I'll give you the background you want. We had a little 
cottage and about an acre of land--land that had been tilled for 
centuries until it was all worked out. But we managed to live, 
though there were a lot of us Brannigans. Yes, live, in a way, 
what with the rotten laws and taxes and landlords. But many's 
the time I went hungry, as my mother and father and sisters and 
brothers went hungry. Do you know why?" 

"T think so," said Markell. 

"You think so? You know so. Britain! British laws, Brit- 
ish treachery, British imperialism! Why, for seven hundred years 
Ireland was under the domination of the most cruel and hypocriti- 
cal imperialistic government in the world. And yet, Ireland sur 
vived. With schools and churches closed, with the young men who 
should have been peacefully working the fields constantly on the 
run, with the country covered with British soldiers, Ireland came 
through. The people starved while their good meat, and bread and 
butter went to fill British bellies. And when they rose up as 
they did time and time again they were usually crushed before they 


started. For England had her spies everywhere. Years ago she 
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threw her colonists into the north of Ireland under the protec- 
tion of the guns of her soldiers, and took over six counties, 
Ulster. ‘Divide and conqer' has always been Britain's method 
and this is the way she divided Ireland. What happened? ‘The 
Englishmen married, perhaps they married among the Irish, bad 
luck to the Irish, but, any way, the North Six Counties were a 
part of Ireland proper but they gradually grew mostly British. 
Then to support all her lying propaganda in the eyes of the world 
England has always made Ulster out as a little while angel, and 
all the rest of Ireland as a place of bums, drunks and illiter- 
ates. Every rotten trick she knows she has used through the 
years, to turn Protestant against Catholic, because in that way 
she keeps a firmer grip on the throat of Ireland. So when she 
sets Protestants and Catholics shooting each other down in the 
streets of Belfast or turns the northern counties. and the south- 
ern counties against each other, sweet Britain who is so quick to 
go to the defense of small nations, always folds her hands pious- 
ly and sgys to the world: 'Look! The Irish are fighting again. 
They are not fit to govern themselves. You see why I have to 
rule then?’ And for years the world fell for that lying propagan- 
da." 

"But what--what has--" Markell began. 

"But what--what has--" mocked Brannigan. "You asked for my 
background, didn't you? And the background of every Irishman who 
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ever shook the dirt of the old sod from his feet. Well, I'm go- 
ing to give it to you and I won't have to use notes as references 
either. I know it all by heart. Go back to the time of Queen 
Elizabeth, when men, women and children were shot, burned and hang- 
ed, and the livestock driven off and the fields burned and plough- 
ed under. During those terrible days the ditches and roads were 
full of dead people with their mouths and hands all colored green 
from eating grass and nettles and all kinds of leaves. Come along 
with me, my boy, up to the time of Cromwell and get more of the 
Irishman's background. One million Irish were killed then in a 
little while, thirty thousand men, women and children were massa- 
cred at Drogheda, and the same thing happened at Wexford, Dundalk 
and countless other cities. And what does the pious Cromwell do? 
He folds his dripping hands together and he gets down on his Bri- 
tish knees and thanks God that only a few Irishmen escaped with 
their lives and these were manacled prisoners to be shipped to 
the Barbados. There was an organized slave traffic at that time, 
with the English shipping Irish men and women, boys and giris to 
the Barbados. How do you like it?" Brannigan broke off. 

"Go on," said Markell. 

"In a little while and I'm through," snarled Brannigan. 
"Come up to the eighteenth century and the penal laws, as Edmund 
Burke says, the worst form of tyranny mankind ever devised. You 
have the Irishman now, my boy, rising up in 1798 and again fail- 
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ing. During that time over a hundred thousand were butchered 

and that's not counting the ones who died from torture. Men were 
taken out at any and all times and put through tortures the low- 
est savages wouldn't inflict. fhe Irishman knows what the pitch- 
cap is, and half hanging. Thousands died under the lash, and to 
make it worse, the British soldiers forced wives, children, pa- 
rents, sisters to look on while their loved ones were being man- 
gled. This was the way the present day defender of the rights of 
small nations tried to subjugate Ireland. Why man, there was more 
misery in one little Irish county than in the whble of Hurope. 
Well, after '98, what with slavery and perpetual famine, the Irish 
were too tired to make much resistance. All through the nine- 
teenth century hunger and misery stalked the land. ‘The wheat crop 
was just as good, there were as many cattle as ever before but all 
these were sent to England to pay the rack-rents of absentee land- 
lords, sent to England while starving people looked on and Brit- 
ish soldiers pointed ready rifles at them. Yest, that's my back- 
ground and, as I said before, it's the background of every real 
Irishman that ever left the old country--just hatred of an imper- 
jalistic, tyrannical power that for seven hundred years forced 
Ireland into abject misery. This would be hard enough for a 
backward and illiterate people but the Irish are a proud race. 
Hell, we were a nation of poets and scholars when the British 
barbarians were still painting their bodies and selling their 
wives and childr@™m like horses. ‘The Irish took the English and 
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taught them like children, and how were they repaid? As England 
repays any nation that befriends her, with trickery and fraud and 
underhandedness, masquerading under the guise of diplomacy. Bah! 
The only trouble with this world today is British imperialism 
which is backed by the soul-less international bankers, and no 
one knows it better than the Irishman." 

"O, Koi" said Markell. 

"Now don't argue with me!" snarled Brannigan. "Don't get me 
started." | 

"I'm not saying anything," answered Markell, "but what you 
have been telling me is the major reason for so many Irishmen 
scattering over the world?" 

"Aren't you bright?" said Brannigan. "Of course, In Ireland 
we walked a country that was our own and yet, we always walked 
with the knowledge it was ruled by England. Why, even in my day, 
a group of men standing around talking were always under suspi- 
cion. For though the fires of bitterness might die down for twen- 
ty years, a hundred years, always uppermost in the Irishman's mind 
was the day when Britain and her soldiers, and all her northern 
Britishers and all her Dublin Castle Irish would be driven into 
the sea. I've heard it talked a hundred times around the peat 
fire on a stormy night. Someday, someday! But unti] that day 
came, the young Irishman had no hope for the future unless he 
looked for some soft job that would be dealt out by British emis- 
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saries, British job holders. So after a while as the young 
Irishman grew up and nothing came of all the revolutionary plans, 
end he could look back on Irish history and see the failures of 
his ancestors, and Britain's hold upon ireland became tighter 

and tighter, naturally, he turned his thoughts to other lands, 
America especially. Why, the young Irishmen left the old country 
in droves. If my memory is correct the pophlation of Ireland 
fell from nine million in 1841, to four million in 1911. Where 
else, in a so-called civilized world, can you find anything equal 
to that? Of course, in America, the Irishmen usually had rela- 
tives who had been successful, some very successful. Again it 
was a country for which his people had fought and died." 

"T understand," said Markell, "but how did America affect 
you when you first came here?" 

"Well," mused Brannigan, " that was a long time ago but I re 
member I didn't feel as much a stranger as I thought I would when 
I left Ireland. Of course, leaving the old folks was tough, but 
here's a point that may explain why Irishmen in America more of- 
ten than not rise to positions of inflmence in government or busi- 
ness. Back in the old country, there was alveys that cloud over 
the hearts and minds of men. In America this was all changed. It 
was like taking the shackles off an Irishman for he could be more 
an Irishman in America than he could in Ireland. There weren't 


any Britishers, seen or unseen, to keep him down. Yes, I really 
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think the oppression of the Irishman has had a great deal to do 
with the way he goes up when he gets to America. He bounces 
quicker, if not higher, than the immigrants of other races. Do 
you get it?" 

"I think so, ™ said Markell, "but what did you do after you 
hit New York?" 

"I stayed there for a couple of months and made some friends, 
but I didn't like it. I wanted to get ot into the country so I 
went out to Butte, Montana, to visit my sister, rather, live with 
her. There were a great many Irishmen in Butte, but it’s one of 
the ugliest dumps in the world, so after a while I moved on. I 
wie just Looking around then, I guess. I lived in Reno fora 
while and worked in a blacksmith shop and also in a perniiee shop 
where I learned to handset type. Then I went to Sacramento and 
worked in the Southern Pacific yards. About that time there was 
a big strike in Nevada and I went to Goldfield where I worked in 
the mines. I made some mone y on wildcat stocks, but I've still 
got a lot in my trunk you can have to paper your room. Goldfield 
at that time was crowded with Irishmen. I can mention a score 
right here in San Francisco who were there then. In Goldfield, I 
met Wingfield, McDevitt, "Tex" Rickard and a lot of other old tim- 
ers who made Nevada history. I came to San Francisco a little af- 
ter the fire; rather, I went to Oakland. Oakland was a live town 


then. Baseball and the booge-cage were in their hey-day; the nags 
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were romping at Emeryville; gambling joints dotted Broadway and 
Washington like fly specks on a Howard Street bill-of-fare. And 
below Sixth Street, well, Oakland was a live town then. I bought 
into a saloon with a friend out near the ball park on San Pablo 
Avenue. We--" 

"Wait a minute," said Markell, “what year was this?" 

"About 1909," answered Brannigan, "but what's that got to do 
with it?" 

"You'd been over here eight years. Were you used to America? 
Had you become a citizen? Did you like the country?" 

"Sure. Sure. Sure. --to all three of them," answered Bran- 
nigan. "What the hell, do you think an Irishman has to serve an 
apprenticeship in America before he becomes used to it? But let 
me get on with my story. We made money on the saloon business in 
Oakland but there was a girl over here in San Francisco and an old 
Irishman high up in city politics who had become a very good friend 
of mine. Besides I always wanted to opena printing shop. I 
thought I was a fine printer then, sure, I had a lot to learn. 
Well, the combination was hard to beat, so in 1911, I came to San 
Francisco, opened another saloon, bought into a little printing 
shop, got married and entered politics, rather, I was pushed into 
politics. I never held any offices but I sure made many of the 
boys .” 

"Bright young men who fail at law, 
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Need not join the jobless tramps 

But to the Legislature go 

As politicians’ rubber stamps." 
recited Markell. 

"Shut up," grinned Brannigan. "I never picked out lawyers. 
They're too tricky. But I surely leamned then a man doesn't have 
to hold office to be a political power in this man's town." 

"Prue," said Markell, "but tell me, Mike, what do you think 
of your children in relation to America and also to Ireland. 
You've got four children, haven't you?" 

"Three sons and a daughter", answered Brannigan, "all grow 
up. Well, as far as Ireland is concerned they don't give much 
thought to the old country. They were born here, they went to 
school nere, they're Americans. I guess you can't blame then, 
but sometimes I think they lose a lot. Of course, to them, as to 
most Americans, murder, massacre, deportation, torture, house- 
breaking, shooting, hanging are merely words. But these are words 
that cover British cruelty in Ireland through the centuries. They 
burn in the heart of every Irishman and have moulded his charac- 
ter and have influenced the history of every country he ever fled 
to for shelter. Witness the Irishmen in Washington's armies! 
Well, do you think you've got enough?" 

"T] think so," said Markell. 

"I've tried to give you," Brannigan said, "a little insight 
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' 
J 
into the Irishman's character and the influences in both America 
and the old country that made his character. If I've done that 
I think it's more important than knowing the name of my great 
aunt's pet cat or how many potatos I ate on Haster Sunday in 1896. 
Of course if you want that come back some time and I'll dig it up 
for you. Just say I've been a miner, a section foreman, an en- 
gine wiper, a brakeman, a saloon keeper, a political leader and a 
printer, and after being a political leader, if you can call it 
that, I'm proud to be a printer again." 

"I know what I'd call it," answered Markell, "but I can un- 
derstand your pride in being a printer again. I used to edit a 
couple sheets for a senator once. But tell me--what do you think 
of Ireland now?" 

"She has never been more prosperous or contented," said Bran- 
nigan decidedly, Yend she'll remain so as long as England keeps 
her dirty hands out of Irish affairs. But England wm't. You 
mark my words’ And now, you tell me something. Po you understand 
what I've been telling you?" 

"Sure, of course I do," Markell answered. 


"T wonder!" said Brannigan. 
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Brannigan was sitting at his littered desk, reading proof, 
when Markell entered. It was the noon hour and the shop was 
quiet, the linotypes were stiil. 

"Well", said Brannigan, “I've known you for fifteen years 
and sure never befare have you given a hceot about my history. Now 
you want the whele story. What's the big ideat* 

"T'm on the WePele", Markell answered, “digging up copy on 
the immigrants of different races, their reactions to America. 
Understand? I want to get the true slant of the Irish immigrant." 

"You'll never get that,” said Brannigan, "Gntil you get the 
background of the Irishman, and you know that perhaps as well as 
I @o. Bat what do you want of mef Dates? Details? ‘what day I 
left Ireland? What day I landed? What ship I came over on?" 

"No," answered Markell. “I don't think so. I may be wrong, 
but give me some color. Let me hear you talk." 

"And who ean do that better than I can?" asked Brannigan. 
"Well, I*ll tell you. The first thing I remember when I hit Hew 
Yor ke=" 

"was the Statue of Liberty," broke in Warkell, “the massive 
monument that stands in the harbor of New York and welcomes the 
eager immigrant to the land of tolerance, peace and prosperity. 
fhe land where hypocrisy is unknown, where snobbishness and king 
worshipping is abhorred. The land where the silk hatted banker 
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stretches mt an eager hand to the over-alled workman who passes 
him on the street. The land where every man is his brother's 
equali™ +. "J know this is true," finished Verkell, “beeause I've 
read if somewhere in a book." 

"You're in a fine humour this beautiful day, aren't you?" 
said Brannigan. "Better take a malted milk." 

"J thought you'd see the light after a while," said Narkell, 
"Row, go on ani talk." 

"I will, if you'll let me. Well, the first thing I saw when 
I walked up a New York street was a tall skinny guy come jogging 
along in & pair of pajamas, with his hands stuck up his sleeves 
ani a pig-tail down his back. Sure, and I thought it was an In- 
dian. I'@ never seen a Chinese before. I just stared open- 
mouthed at him and he stared at me amd wie stared the harder or 
looked the funnier, I'll leave to youe Yell, a big cop came a-- 
iowg and told me to move on. I got kind of sore but he was from 
County Leitrim, my o14 home county, and we became good friends. 
He told me--" 

"sh, you're skipping all over the place,” Markell broke in, 

’ *F don't know the value of this. What year was it?" 

"Nineteen hundred and one,” said Brannigan, "and | was twen- 
ty years old. On my owmm, too, with © married sister out in Butte, 
Montana, who seemed a million miles away. I had only a vague 
idea about how to get there but I wasn't worrying any. iI had a 
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little money ani I was in America. That was the main thing?" 

"Why the main thing?" asked Markell. 

"Because I'd always wanted to come to America,” Brannigan 
answered, “as every Irish boy growing up in these days dreamed 
of jmerita and wented to com here. But let's get back to Ire- 
jand and I'll give you the background you want. We had a little 
cottage and about an acre of land--land that had been tilled for 
centuries until it was all worked out. Sut we managed to live, : 
though there were a lot of us Brannigems. Yes, live, in a@ wey, | 
what with the rotten laws and taxes and landlords. But many's | 
the time I went hungry, as my mother and father and sisters and | 
brothers went hungry. Do you know vhy?" 

"I think so," said Harkell. 

"You think so? You know so. Britain! British laws, brit- 
ish treachery, British imperialism! Why, for seven huntred years 
Ireland was under the domination of the most cruel and hypocriti- 
cal imperialistic government in the world. And yet, Ireland sum 
vived. With schools anid churches closed, with the young men who 
should have been peacefully working the fields constantly on the 
run, with the country covered with British soldiers, Ireland came 
through. ‘The people starved while their good meat, and bread and 
butter went to fill British bellies. And when they rose up as 
they did time and time again they were usually crushed before they 
Started. For England hed her spies everywhere. Years ago she 
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threw her colonists into the north of Ireland under the protec- 
tion of the guns of her soldiers, and took over six counties, 
Ulster. ‘Divide and conqer' has always been Britain's method 
and this is the way she divided Ireland. What happened? The 
Englishmen married, perhaps they married among the Irish, bad 
luck to the Irish, bat, any way, the North Six Counties were a 
part of Ireland proper tat they sraduelly grew mostly British. 
Then to support all her lying propaganda in the eyes of the world 
England has always made Ulster out as a little while angel, and 
@ll the rest of Ireland as a place of bums, drunks and illiter- 
ates. Every rotten trick she knows she has used through the 
years, to turn Protestant against Catholic, because in that way 
she keeps a firmer grip on ihe throat of Ireland. ‘So when she 
sets Prrotestanteand Catholics shooting each other down in the 
streets of Belfast or turns the northern counties and the south- 
ern counties against cach other, sweet Britain who is so quick to 
go to the defense of gmail nations, always folds her hands piocus- 
ly and spys to the world: "Look! the Irish are fighting again. 
They are not fit to govern themselves. You see why I have to 
‘rule than?’ And for years the world fell for that lying propagan- 
da." 

"But what--what has--" Markell began. 

"But what--what has-~" mocked Brannigan. “You asked for ny 
background, didn't you? And the background of every Irishman who 
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ever shook the dirt of the o14 sod from his feet. Well, I'm go- 
ing to give it to you and I won't have to use notes as references 
either. I know it all by heart. Go back to the time of Guecn 
Elizabeth, when men, women and children were shot, burned and hang- 
ed, and the livestock driven off end the fields burned and plough- 
ea under. During those terrible days the ditches and roads were 
Yuli of dead people with their mouths and hands al] colored green 
from eating grass end nettles and all kinds of leaves. Come alorg 
with me, my boy, up to the time of Cromwell and get more of the 
Irishman's background. One million irish were kilied then in a 
little while, thirty thousand men, women and children were massa- 
ered at Drogheda, end the same thing happened at Wexford, Dundalk 
and countless other cities. And what does the pious Cromwell do? 
He folds his dripping hands together and he gets down on his Bri- 
tish knees and thanks God that only a few Irishmen escaped with 
their lives and these were mnacled prisoners to be shipped to 
the Barbados. There was an organized slave traffic at that time, 
with the English shipping Irish men and women, boys ond giris to 
the Barbados. How do you like it?” Srannigan broke off. 

"Go on," said Varkell. 

"In a little while and i'm through," snarled Srannigan. 
"Come up to the eighteenth century and the penal iaws, as Sdmund 
Burke says, the worst form of tyremny mankind ever devised. You 
have the irishmen now, my boy, rising up in 1798 and again fail- 
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ing. During that time over a hundred thousand were butchered 

and that's not counting the ones who died from torture. Men were 
taken out at any and all times and put through tortures the low- 
6st savages wouldn't inflict. The Irishman knows what the pitch- 
cap is, ani half hanging. Thousends died under the lash, and to 
make it worse, the British soldiers forced wives, cuildren, pa- 
rents, sisters to look on while their loved ones were being man- 
gied. This was the way the present day defender of the rights of 
small nations tried to subjugate Ireland. Why min, there was more 
misery in one little Irish county than in ihe whole of Surope. 
Well, after '93, vhat with slavery ani perpetual famine, the Irish 
were too tired to make much resistance. All through the nine- 


teenth century hunger and misery stalked the lande fhe wheat crop 


was just as good, thers were as many cattle as ever before but all 
these were sent to Englend to my the rack-rents of absentee lend- 
lords, sent to England while starving people leoked on and Srit~- 
ish soldiers pointed ready rifles at then. Yest, that's my back- 
ground and, as I said before, it's the background of every real 
Irishmen that ever left the old country--just hatred of an imper- 
ialistic, tyrannical power that for seven hundred years forced 
Ireland into abject misery. This would be hard enough fer a 
backward and illiterate people but the Irish are a proud race. 
Hell, we were a nation of poets and scholars when the British 
barbarians were #till painting their bodies and selling their 
wives and childrm@m like horses. The irish took the English and 
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teught them like children, and how were they repaid? As England 
repays any nation that befriends her, with trickery and fraud and 
underhandedness, sasquerading under the guise of diplomacy. Bah! 
the only trouble with this world today is British imperialism 
which is backed by the soul-less international bankers, and no 
one knows it better then the irishuan.” 

"O. Kei" said Markell. 

"Now don't argue wlth met" snarled Brannigan. “Don't get me 
started." 

"I'm not saying anything," answered Varkeli, "but what you 
have been telling me is the major reason for so meny Irishmen 
scattering over the world?" 

"Aren't you bright?" said Brannigan. “Of course. In Ireland 
we walked a country that was our own and yet, we always walked 
with the knowledge it was ruled by England. Why, even in my day, 
@ group of men standing around talking were always under sus pi- 
Cion. For though the fires of bitterness might die down for twen- 
ty years, a hundred years, always uppermost in the Irishman's mind 

Tie te the day when Britain and her soldiers, and all her northern 
Britishers ani 411 her Dublin Castle Irish wouid be driven into 
the seas I've heard it talked a hundred times argund the peat 
fire on a stormy night. Someday, someday! But until] that day 
came, the young Irishman had no hope for the future unless he 
leocked for sone soft job that would be dealt out by British enis- 
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saries, British job holders. So after a while as the young 
Irishman grew up and uobhing came of ali the revolutionary plans, 
and he could look back on Irish history and see the failures af 
his ancestors, and Britain's hold upon ireland became tighter 
and tighter, uaturaliy, he turmed his thoughts to other lanis, 
America especially. Why, the young irishmen left the old country 
in droves. If my memory is correct the population of ireland 
fell from nine million in 1941, to four million in 1911. Where 
@lse, in @ so-called civilized world, can you find anything equal 
to that? Of course, in America, the irishmen usually had rela- 
tives who had been successful, some very suecessfule Again it 
was a country for which his people had fought and died.” 

"I understand,” said Markell, "bat how did America affect 
you when you first came here?" rs 

"Well," mused Bramnigan, “ that was a long iime ago but 1 re 
meubexr I didn't feel as much a stranger as I thought I would when 
i ieft ireland. Of course, leaving the old folks was tough, bul 
here's a point that may explain why Irishmen in America more of-~ 
ten than not rise to positions of infimence in government or busi- 
ness. Back in the old country, there was aivays that cloud over 
the hearts and minds of men. In America this was all changed. i% 
was like taking the shackles off an irishman for he souid be more 
an Irishman in America than he could in ireland. fhere weren't 
any Britishers, seen or unseen, to keep him down. Yes, I realiy 
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think the oppression of the Irishman has had a great deal to do 
with the way he goes up when he gets to America. He bounces 
quicker, if not higher, than the immigrants of other races. Do 
you get it?" 

"I think so, " said Merkell, “but what did you do after you 
hit New York?" 

"I stayed there for a @muple of months and made some frienis, 
but I Gidn't like it. I wanted to get mit into the country so I 
went out to Butte, Montana, to visit my sister, rather, live with 
her. There were a great meny Irishmen in Butte, but it's one of 
the ugliest dumps in the world, so after a while I moved on. Ii 
was just looking around then, I GUS SS « i lived in Reno for a 
while and worked in a blacksmith shop and also in a printing shop 
where I learned to handset type. Then I went to Sacramento and 
worked in the Southern Pacific yerds. About that time there was 
a big strike in Nevada and I went to Goldfield where 1 worked in 
the mines. I made some money on wildcat stocks, but I've still 
got a lot in my trunk you can have to paper your room. Goldfield 
at that time was crowded with Irishmen. 1 can mention a score 
right here in San Francisco who were there then. In Goldfield, I 
met Wingfield, McDevitt, “Tex” Rickard ami a lot of other old tim- 
era who made Nevada history. I ceme to San Franciseo a little af- 
ter the fire; rather, I went to Oakland. Oakland was a live town 
then. Baseball and the booge-cage were in their hey-day; the nags 
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were romping at Emeryville; gambling joints dotted Broadway ani 
Washington like fly specks on a Howard Street bill-of-fere. Andi 
below Sixth Street, well, Oaklend was a live towm then. I bought 
into a saloon with a friend out near the ball park on San Pablo 
Avemae. We--" | 

"Yalt a minute,” said Markell, “what year was this?” 

"About 1909," answered Grannigan, “but what's that got to do 
with it?" 

"You'd been over here cight years. Were you used to America’? 
Had you become a citizen? Did you like the country?" | 

"Sure. Sure. Sure. ~<to all three of them," answered Bran= 
nigen. “What the hell, do you think en Irishman has to serve an 
apprenticeship in America before he becomes used to it? But let 
me fret on with my story. We mde money on the saloon business in 
Oakland but there was a girl over here in San Francisco and an old 
Irishman high up in eity politics who had become a very good friend 
of mine. Besides I always wanted to opena printing shop. I 
thought I was a fine printer then, sure, I had a lot to learn. 
Well, the combination was hard to beat, so in 1911, I came to San 
Francisco, opened another saloon, bought into a little printing 
shop, got mrried and entered politics, rather, I was pushed into 
polities. I never held any offices but I sure made many «f the 
boys .” 

"Bright young men who fail at law, 
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Need not join the jobless tramps 

Bat to the Legislature go 

AS politicians! rubber stamps." 
recited Markell. 

"Shut up," grimned Brannigan. “I never picked out lawyers. 
They're too tricky. But i surely ilceamed then a man doesn't have 
to hold office to be a political power in this man's town." 

"Grue," said Markell, “but tell AG y Mike, what do you think 
of your children in relation to America and also to Ireland. 
You've got four children, haven't you?" 

"Three sons and a dgughter", answered Brannigan, “ell grom 
up. Well, as far as Ireland is concerned they don't give mch 
thought to the old country. They were born here, they went to 
school nere, they're Americans. I guess you can't blame them, 
but sometimes I think they lose a lot. Of course, to them, as‘ to 
most Americans, murder, massacre, deportation, torture, house-~ 
breaking, shooting, hanging are merely words. But these are words 
that cover British cruelty in Ireland through the centuries. ‘fhey 
burn in the henvh of every Irishman and have moulded his charac- 
ter and have influenced the history of every country he ever fled 
to for shelter. Witmess the Irishmen in Washington's armies! 
Well, do you think you've got enough?" 

"] think so," said Markell. 

"I've tried to give you,” Brannigan said, "a little insight 
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into the Irishman's character and the influences in both America 
and the old country that mde his character. If I've done that 

I think it's more important than Imowing the name of my great 
aunt’s pet cat op how many potatos I ate on Baster Sunday in 1996. 
Of course if you want that come back some time and I*1l dig it up 
for you. Just say I*ve been a miner, 2 section foreman, an en- 
gine wiper, 4 brakeman, a saloon keeper, a political leader and a 
“printer, and after being a political leader, if you can call it 
that, I'm proud to be a printer again." 

"I know what I'd call it," answered Markell, “but I can un- 
derstand your pride in being a printer again. I used to edit a 
couple sheets for a senator once. Sub tell me--what do you think 
of Ireland now?" 

"She has never been more prosperous or contented,” said Bran-« 
nigan decidedly, "and she'll remain so as long as mngland keeps 
her dirty hands out of Irish affairs. But Imgland wm't. You 
mark my words' And now, you tell me something. Bo you understand 
what I’ve been telling you?" 

"Sure, of course I do," Markell answered. 

"I wonder!" said Brannigan. 
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Brannigan was sitting at his littered desk, reading proof, 

when Markell entered. It was the noon hour and the shop was 
guiet, the linotypes were still. 

"Well", said Brannigan, "I've known you for fifteen years 
and sure never befare have you given a hoot about my history. Now 
you went the whole story. What's the big idea?" 

"I'm on the WePeAe", Markell answered, “digging up copy on 
the immigrants of different races, their reactions to America. 
Understand? I want to get the true slant of the Irish immigrant." 

"You'll never get that,” said Brannigan, “tintil you get the 
background of the Irishman, end you know that perhaps as well as 
i do. But wheat do you want of me? Dates? Details? What day I 
left Ireland? What day I lended? Whai ship I came over on?” 

"No," answered Markell. "I don't think so. I may be wrong, 
but give me some color. Let me hear you talk." 

"and who ean do that better than I cant" asked Brannigan. 
"Well, I*ll tell you. The first thing I remember waen I hit New 
York--" 

"was the Statue of Liberty," broke in Markell, "the massive 
nonument that stands in the harbor of New York and welcomes the 
eager immigrant to the land of tolerance, peace and prosperity. 
The land where hypoerisy is unknow, where snobbishness and king 
worshipping is abhorred. The land where the silk hatted banker 
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stretches out an eager hand to the over-alled workman who passes 
him on the strect. The land where every man is his brother's 
equail"™ «- "I know this is true," finished Merkell, “because I've 
read it somewhere in a book." 

"You're in a fine humour this beautiful day, aren't you?" 
said Brannigan. “Better take a malted milk." 

"J thought you'd see the light after a while," said Markell, 
"How, go on ami talk." 

"I will, if you'll let me. Well, the first thing I saw when 
I walked up a New York street was a tall skinny guy come jogging 
along in a pair of pajamas, with his hands stuck up his sleeves 
ami a pig-tail down his back. Sure, and I thought it was an In- 
dian. J'd never seen a Chinese before. I just stared open- 
mouthed at him and he stared at me and who stared the harder or 
looked the funnier, I'il leave to you. Well, a big cop came a--- 
Img and told me to move on. [ got kind of sore but he was from 
County Leitrim, my o1d4 home county, and we became good friends. 
He told me--" 

"Ah, you're skipping a11 over the place," Markell broke in, 
ny don't know the value of this. What year was it?" 

"Nineteen hundred and one," said Brannigan, "and 1 was twen- 
ty years old. On my own, too, with a married sister out in Butte, 
Montana, whe seemed a millicn miles away. I had only a vague 
idea about how te get there but I wasn't worrying any. I had a 
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little money and I was in America. That was the main thing?" 

"Why the main thing?" asked Markell. 

"Because I'd always wanted to come to America," Brannigan 
answered, "as every Irish boy growing up in those days dreamed 
of America and wanted to come here. But let's get back to Ire- 
ljand and I'l) give you the background you want. We had a little 
cottage and about an acre of land--land that had been tilled for 
centuries until it was all worked out. But we managed to live, 
though there were a lot of us Brammigams. Yes, live, in a way, 
what with the rotten laws and taxes and landlords. But many's 
the time I went hungry, as my mother and father and sisters and 
brothers went hungry. Do you know why?" 

"I think so," said Markell. 

"You think soe? You know so. Britain’ British laws, Brit- 
ish treachery, British imperialism! Why, for seven hundred years 
Ireland was under the domination of the most cruel and hypocriti- 
cal imperialistic government in the world. And yet, Ireland sux 
vived. With schools and churches closed, with the young men who 
should have been peacefully working the fields constantly on the 
run, with the country covered with British soldiers, Ireland came 
through. The people starved while their good meat, and bread and 
butter went to fill British bellies. And when they rose up as 
they did time and time again they were usually crushed before they 
started. For Englami had her spies everywhere. Years ago she 
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threw hex colonists into the north of Ireland under the protec- 
tion of the guns of her soldiers, and took over six counties, 
Ulster, 'Divide and conquer' has always been Britain's method 
and this is the way she divided Ireland. What happened? ‘The 
Englishmen married, perhaps they married among the Irish, bad 
luck to the Irish, but, any way, the North Six Counties were a 
part of Ireland proper bat they gradually grew mostly British. 
Then to support all her lying propaganda in the eyes of the world 
England has always made Ulster out as a little while angel, and 
all the rest of Ireland as a piace of bums, drunks and illiter- 
ates. Every rotten trick she knows she has used through the 
years, to turn Protestant against Catholic, because in that way 
she keeps a firmer grip on the throat of Ireland. So when she 
sets Protestants and Catholics shooting each other down in the 
streets of Belfast or turns the northern counties: and the south- 
ern counties against each other, sweet Britain who is so quick to 
go to the defense of small nations, always folds her hands pious- 
ly and sgys to the world: ‘Look! The irish are fighting again. 
They are not fit to govern themselves. You see why I have to 
rule then?’ And for years the world fell for that lying propagan- 
da." 

"But what--what has-~" Markell began. 

"But what--what has-~" mocked Brannigan. "You asked for my 
background, didn't you? And the background of every Irishman who 
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ever shook the dirt of the old sod from his feet. Well, I'm go- 
ing to give it to you and I won't have to use notes as references 
either. I know it all by heart. Go back to the time of queen 
Elizabeth, when men, women and children were shot, burned and hang- 
6d, and the livestock driven off and the fields burned and plough- 
ea under. During those terrible days the ditches and roads were 
full of dead people with their mouths and hands all colored green 
from eating grass and nettles and all kinds of leaves. Come along 
with me, my boy, up to the time of Cromwell and get more of the 
Irishman's background. One million Irish were killed then in a 
little while, thirty thousand men, women and children were massa- 
cred ait Drogheda, and the same thing happened at Wexford, Dundalk 
and countless other cities. And what does the pious Cromwell do? 
He folds his dripping hands together and he gets down on his Bri- 
tish knees and thanks God that only a few Irishmen escaped with 
their lives and these were mnacled prisoners to be shipped to 
the Barbados. There was an organized slave traffic at that time, 
with the English shipping Irish men and women, boys and girls to 
the Barbados. How do you like it?" Brannigan broke off. 

"Go on," said Markell. 

"In @ little while and I'm through," snarled Brannigan. 
"Come up to the eighteenth century and the penal laws, as Edmund 
Burke says, the worst form of tyranny mankind ever devised. You 
have the Irishman now, my boy, rising up in 1798 and again fail- 
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ing. During that time over a hundred thousand were butchered 
and that's not counting the ones who died from torture. Men were 
taken out at any and all times and put through tortures the low- 
est savages wouldn't inflict. The Irishman knows what the pitch- 
. Gap is, and half hanging. Thousands died under the lash, and to 
make it worse, the British soldiers forced wives, children, pa- 
renis, sisters to look on while their loved ones were being man- 


gled. This was the way the present day defender of the rights of 


small nations tried to subjugate Ireland.» Why man, there was more 


misery in one little Irish county than in the whdle of Europe. 
Well, after '98, what with slavery and perpetual famine, the Irish 
were too tired to make much resistance. All through the nine- 


teenth century hunger and misery stalked the land. The wheat crop 


was just as good, there were as many cattle as ever before but all 
these were sent to England to pay the rack-renis of absentee land- 
lords, sent to England while starving people looked on and Brit~- 
ish soldiers pointed ready rifles at them. Yest, that's my back- 
ground and, as I said before, it's the background of every real 
Irishman that ever left the old country--just hatred of an imper- 
ialistic, tyrannical power that for seven hundred years forced 
Ireland into abject misery. This would be hard enough for a 
backward and illiterate people but the Irish are a proud race. 
Hell, we were a nation of poets and scholars when the British 
barbarians were still painting their bodies and selling their 
Wives and childre like horses. The Irish took the English and 
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taught them like children, and how were they repaid? As England 
repays any nation that befriends her, with trickery and fraud and 
underhandedness, masquerading under the guise of diplomacy. Bah! 
The only trouble with this world today is British imperialism 
which is backed by the soul-less international bankers, and no 
one knows it better than the Irishman." 

"O. K.i" said Markell. 

"How don't argue with mei" snarled Brannigan. "Don't get me 
started." 

"I'm not saying anything," answered Markell, "but what you 
have been telling me is the major reason for so many Irishmen 
scattering over the world?" 

“Aren't you bright?" said Brannigan. “Of course. In Ireland 
we walked a country that was our owm and yet, we always walked 
with the knowledge it was ruled by England. Why, even in my day, 
a group of men standing around talking were always under sus pi- 
cion. For though the fires of bitterness might die down for twen- 
ty years, a hundred years, always uppermost in the Irishman's mind 
was the day when Britain and her soldiers, and all her northern 
Britishers ami all her Dublin Castle Irish would be driven into 
the sea. I've heard it talked a hundred times around the peat 
fire on a stormy night. Someday, someday! But until that day 
same, the young Irishman had no hope for the future unless he 
looked for some soft job that would be dealt out by British emis- 
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saries, British job holders. So after a while as the young 
Irishman grew up and nothing came of all the revolutionary plans, 
end he could look back on irish history and see the failures of 
his ancestors, and Britain's hold upon ireland became tighter 
and tighter, naturaliy, he turned his thoughts to other lands, 
America especially. Why, the young Irishmen left the old country 
in droves. If my memory is correct the population of Ireland 
fell from nine million in 1841, to four million in 1911. Where 
else, in a so-called civilized world, can you find anything equal 
to thatt Of course, in America, the Irishmen usually had rela- 
tives who had been successful, some very successful. Again it 
was a country for which his people had fought and died.” 

"IT understand,” said Markell, "but how did America affect 
you when you first came here?" 

"Well," mused Brannigan, " that was a long time ago but 1 re 
member I didn't feel as much a stranger as I thought I would when 
I left ireland. Of course, leaving the old folks was togh, bui 
here's a point that may explain why Irishmen in America more of- 
ten than not rise te positions of influence in government or busi- 
ness. Back in the old country, there was always that cloud over 
the hearts and minds of men. im America this was all changed. It 
was like taking the shackles off an Irishman for he could be more 
an Irishman in America then he could in ireland. ‘There weren't 
any Britishers, seen or unseen, to keep him down. Yes, I really 
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think the oppression of the Irishman has had a great deal to do 
with the way he goes up when he gets to America. He bounces 
quicker, if not higher, than the immigrants of other races. Do 
you get it?" 

"I think so, " said Markell, "but what did you do after you 
hit New York?" 

"I stayed there far a couple of months and mde some friends, 
but I didn't like it. I wanted to get mt inte the country so I 
went out to Butte, Montana, to visit my sister, rather, live with 
her. There were a great many Irishmen in Butte, but it's one of 
the ugliest dumps in the world, so after a while I moved on. I 
was just looking around then, I guess. I lived in Reno for a 
while and worked in a blacksmith chop and also in a printing shop 
where I learned tc handset type. Then I went to Sacramento and 
worked in the Southern Pacific yards. About that time there was 
& big strike in Nevada and I went to Goldfield where I worked in 
the mines. I made some money on wildcat stocks, but I've still 
got a lot in my trunk you can have to paper your room. Goldfield 
at that time was crowded with Irishmen. I ean mention a score 
right here in San Franciseo who were there then. In Goldfield, I 
met Wingfield, McDevitt, "Tex" Rickard ani a lot of other old tim- 
ers who made Nevada history. I came to San Francisco a little af- 
tex the fire; rather, I went to Oakland. Oakland was a live town 
then. Baseball and the booge-cage were in their hey-day; the nags 
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were romping at Emeryville; gambling joints dotted Broadway ani 
Washington like fly specks on a Howard Street bill-of-fare. And 
below Sixth Street, well, Oakland was a live town then. I bought 
into a saloon with a friend out near the ball park on San Pablo 
Avenue. wWe--" 

"Wait a minute," said Markell, “what year was this?" 

"About 1909," answered Brannigan, "but what's that got to do 
with it?" 

"You'd been over here sight years. Were you used to America? 
Had you become a citizen? Did you like the country?" 

"Sure. Sure. Sure. <--to all three of them,” answered Bran- 
nigen. “What the hell, do you think an Irishman has to serve an 
aporenticeship in America before he becomes used to it? But let 
me cet on with my story. We made money on the saloon business in 
Oakland but there was a girl over here in San Francisco and an old 
Irishman high up in city politics who had become a very good friend 
of mine. Besides I always wanted to open a printing shop. I 
thought I was a fine printer then, sure, I had a lot te learn. 
Well, the combination was hard to beat, so in 1911, I came to San 
Franeisco, opened another saloon, bought into a little printing 
shop, got married and entered politics, rather, I was pushed into 
politics. I never held any offices but I sure made many of the 
boys ."” 

"Bright young men who fail at law, 
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Need not join the jobless tramps 

But to the Legislature go 

As politicians' rubber siamps." 
recited Markell. 

"Shut up," grimmed Brannigan. "I never picked out lawyers. 
They're too tricky. But I surely ieamed then a man doesn't have 
to hold office to be a political power in this man's town." 

"True," said Markell, "but tell me, Mike, what do you think 
of your children in relation to America and also to Ireland. 
You've got four children, haven't you?" 

"Three sons and a dgughter", answered Brannigan, "all grow 
up. Well, as far as Ireland is concerned they don't give much 
thought to the old country. They were born here, they went to 
school nere, they're Americans. I guess you can't blame then, 
bus sometimes I think they lose a lot. Of course, to them, as to 
most Americans, murder, massacre, deportation, torture, house- 
breaking, shooting, hanging are merely words. But these are words 
that cover British cruelty in Ireland through the centurias. They 
burn in the heart of every Irishman and have moulded his charac- 
ter and have influenced the history of every country he ever fled 
to for shelter. Witness the Irishmen in Washington's armies} 
Well, do you think you've got enough?" 

"J think so," said Markell. 

"T've tried to give you,” Brannigan said, "a little insight 
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into the Irishman's character and the influences in both America 
and the old country that made his character. If I've done that 

I think it's more important than knowing the name of my great 
aunt's pet cat or how many potatos I ate on Easter Sunday in 1896. 
Of course if you want that come back some time and I'll dig it up 
for yous Just say I’ve been a miner, a section foreman, an en- 
gine wiper, a brakeman, a saloon keeper, a political leader and a 
printer, and after being a political leader, if you can eali it 
that, I'm proud to be a printer again." 

"I know what i'd call it,” answered Markell, "but I can un- 
derstand your pride in being a printer again. I used to edit a 
eouple shects for a senator once. But tell me--what do you think 
of Ireland now?" 

"She has never been more prosperous ox contented," said Bran- 
nigan decidedly, "and she'll remain so as long as England keeps 
her dirty hands out of Irish affairs. But England wm't. You 
mark my words. And now, you tell me something. Po you understand 
what I've been telling you?" 

"Sure, of course I do," Markell answered. 


"I wonder!" said Brannigan. 
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I was born near the town of Clone, Dublin County, ireland, 


my father was a farmer and raised fine cattle anda horses which 
he sold in the open market and traded athe fairs. 

I was the tenth child of a family of nineteen, sleven boys 
and eight girls. ‘Some of my older brothers and sisters I had 
never seen until 1 came to this country and some of the younger 
ones that did hot leave ireland I have never seen. 

AS a@ young lad, I helped around the farm and somethime went 
to fairs with my father and some of my older brothers. On 
these trips I helped stringing the cattle and horses, but also 
found time to look around et the sights and anmsements thet 
were there. When I was sixteen, 1 was sent to the Christian 
Brother's School in Dublin. fhere I took theregular course of 
study for three yearss 

After leaving school I went back to my father's farm and 
st.yed there for a short time while arrangements were being made 
to send me to my sister in San Francisco. 

When I left house I wis well fitted out end traveled oongsirt~ 
ably to my destination. Some Irish people who had made their 


homes in San Rafael , California were traveling home on the same 


boat after a visit to their people in ireland. lIutual friends 


introduced me to thses peopie and they took me into their party. 
This made the trip less lonely and I learned a great deal about 
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American ways before I landed. 


The trip from home to San Francisco was without any un- 
usual happeinigs though it was a scurce of wonder to me as I] 
in spite of a fair schooling, was still a greenhorn. 

When I arrived at S:n Francisco I was met by my sister and 
her husband who was in the San Francisco Fire Department and with 
them I made my home for a few weeks until I cot my bearing. 

The friends that I had met on the steamer arranged for 
me to take a position in the house of theparish priest at San 
Rafael. ‘There was practically no money in this job but I got 
acquainted with a number of people and these acquaintances to- 
gether with the culture prevailing in the establishmeht, some of 
which I could not help absorbing throush daily contact have helped 
me a great deal, besides J became quite Americanized. 

I stcyed in thepriest's house for about a year, then I got 
a job in San Francisco tending bar. This bartender's job was not 
as bad as it sounds. The plece where I went to work catered to 
business men's trade end was conducted as a strictly first class 
places. I had been trai.cd to be courteous without being servile 
and soon beGame well liked by the customers. 


fhe saloon, it is hardly necessary to say was run by an 


Irishman and he had very set ideas about the conduct ofhis business, 


he allowed no roudiness in his place and demanded strict attention 


to business and hosety on the part of his bartender. I opened 
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up at six in the morning and closed at seven with a few hars 


off in the afternoon. On the whole it was, 1 considered, 4 


good job. 


When we entered the World war I was called in the second draft. 


By that tive 1 had taken out my citicenship papers and was @ 
loyal American, though I did not like the idea of fighting on 


the side of the English. ! 
A tvainload of us recruits were sent to Camp Lewis, Wash- | 
ington. In this lot had been drafted two San Fraunciseo police- 
men | with wnom 1 was slightly acquainted and as I figured that they 
on alecoun’ of their police training would get at least an jron- 
laid job. I made mysclf, as useful to then as possible, look- 
ing atter their baggage and doing errands for theme Ty hunch was uf 
shen, both of my friends took sergeant jobs and three ef them 


} 


| // meade | {ae a corporal. 

7 {i “tue training ag the camp was hard work with no let up. 
ae /tnene was a good deal of grumbling but I saw §.is was of na use. 
oe Soul applies myself to the drills, also aeguired such other 


fe i knowled se ag i couhd. Before we left for France I Was a sergeant 


As and/ stayed one until I was mustered oute 


P/ Hi ithe strip from United States to France was not pleesant. Our 

iy ‘i pulp wis the Leviathan and in spite of her size we were crowded. 

i | | However as wes not long till we got to Bordeaux » | 

B i "tn Frente we had more drills and gun practice. “IL was in the 
aN \ ) 
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Light artillary. They kept us nearer and nearer to the front but 


just when we expected to be sent in the Armistice was signed. 
we did, however join in the two hour bonbardment of the German 
lines after this and the Germans gave us back shell for shell. 
We lost a few men and had some wouldedin this, the only exper- 
ience 1 had in actual woerfares 
Soon after the Armistice we were sent home. i was in the 
9] Division and we got & grand reception in San Francisco, our 
hone towns , 
| After I was mustered out, I started looking for work. 
prohibition was @ue soon so my old vocation would soon be a 
thing of thepast. 
I was willing to try anything andone of my old customers 
whom I mes one day gave me a chance in his firm, a manufacturing 
Lilet hts I got along well and after a few years was promoted 


‘ko be foreman of a department, a job that I still hold. 
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STORY OF AN IRISH IMMIGRANT WHO CAME TO AMERICA IN 1909. 

et was born near the town of Clare, Mayo County, Ireland. 
My father was a farmer and raised fine cattle and horses 
which he sold in ie open market and traded at the fairs. 

"t was the tneth child of a family of nineteen, eleven 
boys and eight girls. Some of my older brothers and 
sisters I had never seen until I came to this country 
and some of the younger ones that did not leave Ireland 
I have never seen. 

. As a young lad I helped arcund the farm and some- 
times went to fairs with my father and some of my older 
brothers. On these trips I helped with the cattle and 
horses in our string, but also found time to look around 
the sights and amusements that were there. When I was 
sixteen I was sent to the Christian Brothers school in 
Dublin. There I took the regular course of study for 
three years. After leaving school I went back to my 
father's farm and stayed there for a short time while 
eeeanecceate were being made to send me to my sister in 
San Francisco. 

"When I left home I was well fitted out and travelled 
comfortably to my destination with some Irish people that 
had made their home in San Rafael and were travelling 
home on the same boat after a visit to their people in 
Ireland. Mutual friends eee cdueet me to these people 
and they took me into their party. This made my trip 


less lonely and I learned a great deal about American 
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ways before I landed. The trip from home to San 
Francisco was without any unusual happenings, though 
a source of wonder to me as I, in spite of a fair 
schooling, was still a greenhorn. When I arrived at 
San Francisco I was met by my sister and her husband 
whe was in the San Francisco Fire Department. I made 
my home with them for a few weeks until I got some 
bearings. The friends that I had met on the steamer 
arranged for me to take a position in the house of the 
parish priest at San Reeecseee There was practically 
no money in this job but I got acquainted with the 
culture prevailing in the establishment, absorbing 
through daily contact, and I have become quite Amer- 
icanized. 

‘a stayed in the priest's house for about a year 
then I got a job in San Francisco tending bar. This 
bartender's job was not as bad as it sounds. The 
place where I went to wrok catered to business men's 
trade and was conducted as a strictly first class 
place. I had been trained to be courteous without 
being servile and soon became well liked by the cus- 
tomerse The saloon, it is hardly necessary to say, 
was run by an Irishman, and he had very set ideas. 

He allowed no rowdies, attended to business, and 
demanded honesty on the part of his bartender. He 
opened at six a. m. and closed at 7 p.m. with a couple 


of hours off in the afternoon. On the whole it was 


considered a good job. 
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"When we entered in the World War I was called 
in the second draft. By that time I had taken out 
my Citizenship papers and was a loyal American though 
I did not like fighting on the side of the English, 
A trainload of us recruits were sent to Camp Lewis 
Washington. On this lot had been drafted two San 
Francisco policemen with whom I was slightly ac- 
quainted, and as I figured that they on account 
of their police training, would get at least a 
"non-com," job, I made myself as useful to them as 
possible, looking after their baggage and doing 
errands for them. My hunch was right; both of my 
friends got top sergeant jobs and then I was made a ' 
corporale | 
The training at the camp was hard work with no 
let up. There was a good deal of grumbling but I saw 
this was of no use so I buckled down to my training 
and applied myself to the manual of drills and ac- ~ 
quired such other knowledge as I could. Before we 
left for France I was a seargent, and stayed one 
until I was mustered out. 
: The trip to France was not pleasant. Our ship 
was the Leviathian and in spite of her size we were 
crowded. However it was not long till we got to Bor- 


deaux. No subs showed up though we had several scares, 
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"In France we had more drills and gun practice. I was 


in the light Artillery. They kept moving us nearer and 


nearer to the front, but just when we expected to be sent 


to the front, the Armistice was signed. We did, however, 
join in the twelve hour bombardment of the German lines 
after this, and the Germans gave us back shell for shell. 
We lost a few men and had some wounded in this, the only 
experience I had in actual warfare. Soon after the Arm- 
istice we were sent home. I was in the ninety first 
division and we got a grand reception in San Francisco, 
our hometown. 

"After I was mustered out I started looking for 
work. Prohibition was due soon so my old voeation would 
soon be a thing of the past. I was willing to try any- 
thing and one of my old customers whom I met one day 
gave me a chance in his firm, a manufacturing concern, 

I got along well, and after a few years was promoted to 


foreman of a department, a job that I still hola." 


1457 


wy ee ee as apn ee sd 
* Fee yi Son" ad < he oe ‘i ls : Md 7 vy: eta nae, rahe an a x ai 
as i "i 


i ae ee ‘ 7 ean di by 4 ¢F 
: or a fo i ae ae i , 
MEN, Soa Gee ou a ‘ Sa 
Le rae, 4 NG at ih 
> : ' hy. . oa "| v fin: aia A % ar 
“) = 7 a ; 1 a Am AD ” wr = me BG mn a ens hiss ve 
act 


ie norean, iu, een ag é eg Ltd 

" tea od ov betoedce ow. red “text, tat, \aoowt 
vrevewot bth ov bonate ew satteteth edd. «stro “edd of ‘me * 
sent semred elt to trombredared ated aview? es * ; 
ode sot Ltode aged au aan enasre) odd. bore cotdd Tt 2 
ino off ,atdd at bebawow once bed Bae nom woe Sa0f sat m 
~xth odd rode 00d + ore raw Lautoe nt bed I sonoiteqne: ae 


+a 


dant? yeata eft o£ caw I, smod dnee evew ow eottels 4) 
4 


pooatonetd mek at Botsqene' be ie r #08. ew bas fotetetb a 
. a : ; scowodt onion 0 > 


bt 


De i 


so% grtvool bedsate I spo besatcun +“ t ony 


~gae yaad od aatiiiw esw I .seed ais 0: ae pi dd eae 

biscnid esto dem I. moriw  arametings blo wm to. edio~ ‘bee ct 

HTOoKOD pankautoe Tue nme tert eid 36 4 eonsdoe 8 ‘gosireg 
o? botomorg: aew are0ey wet a aeite one siio« attoLe to3. < Co 
pr biod LEtte I Saxtt: dot. g. staond zegeb B. 2 pombe} 


ce» WY i 
f 
~ 4 2. pa ee 
=f" ee . 
Wie BS eee es ae 
a a ; 
i 4) ry 
= RE tas Ge ate 
: P A Oy be 
' o “ is Ly 
\ % : fe i 
- _) 7 
- = - ie A‘ 
- » ? ; F = ad 
eg ae wy. oe 
te a ; ts 
- ¢* bi ; 
4 < ae 
4 / 


Iwas born near the town of Clone, Dublin County, Jvelend, 
my father was a farmer end raised fine cattle and horses which 
he sold in the open market and traded athe fuirse 

i was the tenth child of a family of nineteen, eleven boys 
ana eight girls. Some of ny older brothers and sisters 1 nad 
never _— until 1 came to this country and some of the younger 
ones thet aid hot leave ireland I have never seene 

Ag @ young lad, 1 helped eround the farm and saneéthine went 
to fairs with my fother and some of my colder brothers. On 
these trips 1 helped stringing the cattle ond scrses, but also 
found time to look sround at the sights «nd asusements that 
were theres. When I was sixteon, i wes sent to the Christian 
Brether's Sehool in subline ‘there i took theregular course of 
study for three yoarse 

After leaving achool 1 went back to my father's farm and 
steyed there for a short time while arrangements were being made 
to send me to my sister in San Francisco. | 

When I left house 1 #8 weli Littea out and traveicd comfort= 
ably to my destination. ‘ome irish people who had made their 
hemes in San Rafael , California were traveling home on the sane 


boot after a visit to their people in irelandse iutual friends 
introduced me to thees pecplie and they took me into their party. 
This made the trip less lonely and I lescned a great ical about 


3 : 34 a | hk BOW 
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American ways before [ landed. 
the trip frou home to San Francisco was without any un 


usuel happeinigs though it wae « s.urce of wonder to me as I 
in spite of a fair schooling, was still a ereenhorne 

7 When I arrived at Sn Francisco 1 was met by ay sister and 
her husbend who was in the San Francieco Fire Departuent and with 


them i made my home for a few weeks unbil 1 «ot my bearing. 

The triends that I had met on the steamer arranged for 
me to take a position in the house of theparich priest at Sen 
Rafeel. ‘there was practically mo money in this job but I got 
acquainted with e number of people and these acquaintances to 
gether with the culture prevailing in the establishment, some of 
which I could not help absorbing throwh daily contact have helped 1 
me a greet deal, besides 1 became quite Americanized. 

I steyed in theprieat's house for about a year, then I got 
a job in San Francisco tending ber. Thies bartender's job was not 
as bad as it sounde. the plece where I wont to work catered to 
bushnuess men's trade end wag conducted as « Strictly first cless io 
piacés i had been trei ed to be courteous without being servile 
and soon beceme well iiked by the customers. 

The saloon, it is hardly necexsary to say wes run by an 
Irishman and ie had very set ideas about the conduct ofhis business, — 


he allowed no roudiness in his piace and demanded strict attention 
to business and hosety on the part of his bartenders. i opened 
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up at six in the morning and c.osed at seven with a few ha rs 


off in the afternoon. On the whole it was, 1 considered, 4 i 
geod job. | 7 

When we entered the World sr I wee called in the second dralte i 
By that tive I had teken out sy Giti.enship papers ond was a WwW 
loyal American, though I did not like the idea of fighting on 


the side of the English. 

A treinuload of ue recruite were sent to Camp Lewis, “ash- 
ingtone in this Lot had been drafted two San Prauciseo police~ | 
aon with whom 1 #as slightly acqu:inted and as i figured thet they 5 
on account of their police training would get et least an iron- 
laid jobe i made mysclf, as useful to them as possible, look- 
ing after their bagesge ana doing errands for them. Ty hunch ws 
right, doth of my friends took sergeant jobs and three of them 
ande mé a corporal. 

fhe training as the camp was herd work with no let up. 
ghere was a goog deal of grumbling but 1 saw t..i5 wes of nO use. 
SonI applied myself to the drilis, also acquired such other 
knowledge as i coubds Before we left for rronce I was a sergeant 
and atayed one until I was mustered cute 

fhe strip from United States to Frence was not pleesant. Our 
ship was the leviathen and in spite of her 6.2e we were crowded « 
however it was not long till we got to Serdeauxs 


In France we had more <rills snd gun practice. i wes in the 
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"We did, however join in the tuo hour bonbardnent of the Cermen 
lines efter this and the dermans gave us back shell for shelle 
«lost « few men anf had some wouldedin this, the only exper- 


fenee i had in eetucl w rfare. 
Soon efter the Armistice we were sent homee i was in the ok 


9] Division and we got e ground reception in Sen Pranciaco, our 


home towne 
after I was mastered out, I started looking for work. 


Prohibition was due scon so my old vocation would soon be a 


: thing of theps: te | 
come I was willing to try enything andone of my old customers fe 
hom L met one day gave me a chance in his firw, a senufecturing | 


concerne I go% along well and after a few yeors was promoted 
to be foreman of a department, a job that 1 still holde 
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id - ‘Mrs. Vermillion is American born, the daughter of Ite 


b> ¢ 


and 


rs 
ig Mrse James ‘MeKullen, voth of whom are natives of lrelende 
Pte Me fumiliarly known as "Big Jim", is the eldest som 
of a large family and as such, would in the due course of things 
have qpherited the major partion of the fomily lands and material 
possessions + However, as a resubt of friction accosted by other 
members of the household, togeliter with a desire to see the world, 


he waived his right of inheritance end emigrated to the United 


States vhen he was about twenty-one yeors of ages Ls lived for 


£ bi ihe in ous tern United States, engaging in construction work 


anf other types of manual labore Later he came to California 


a ire he aerved as a wember of the ‘ichuoud Fire Departuent, 


@: ged in yarious phases of city political activity, wapked as 
Is sarjpenter, end finally purchases a small fruit ranch where hé 
Z “ resides. 
f Pi 7 | ‘His wife, whe is eleo a member of a large family, isit 
| prolend when she was about eighteen, coming te the United States 4 
. oan her sister who was in domestic service in this country | 
/\ * ie Lving here, she secured siuiler employment and eventuelly wet 
A i sini ‘married "Big Jim". They had not know each other in the old 

|! wrinhet ‘Both are naturalised citizens of the UnitedStates. 
nedthor has ever returned to ireland, nor have they nainteined eny 
see « contact with reletives or friends there, feeling that their 
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" princigal interests center in the country of their adoption. 
) fo them were born five children. Aside from the financila 
difficulties common to the lot of day laborer's family, the 
shildren have experiencedno particular difficulty in adjusting 
thenselves to the various probleas of living. 

Blizabeth eradua ted from hish school, passed « country 
Seacher's examination, and taught elementary school for three 
years subsequently warrying a feruer of+merican birth and parentecee 
They have two sons «ged twelve ond seven. tLiseseth ig the only 
one of the chiléren who has seen ireland, thus fare ‘At the age 


of five she accompanied «mn aunte th the old country, spending « 
year with relatives there. 

Georgina graducted from high school aid made the first 
year of colleges ater she passed a civil eorvice examination 
and has been = federal euployee in the department of na turalice 
ation for a number ofyears. Hé¥ Husbdend is a lawyer of American 
perentage and birth, who works in the sane departucnt. 

Jokn Gouploted high scheol and the first two ye rs of college. y 
Jackson, his twin, nevar contimaca his education beyond high 
schoole They are engased together in » chicken fF uching project 
and in aidition are employed exch summer by the state department 
of acriculture es fruit inspectorse Neither is carrisde 

| Rohert compl« ted high end the firet two yours of collegee | 
At present he spenis each summer and fall in the employ of the I 
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 mertienn Box Company, ani during the balence of the ye r, he is 
- dmployed as deputy county assessors He is unmarried. 


saide from — vho was for 4 tice unemployed nene of the 


reo has euffered any special degree of discomfort of hard- 


ship as a result of the depreasione 
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Mre. Vermillion is American born, the daughter of lr. and 


Mrse« James Melimllen, both of whom are natives of Ireland. 


Mre Me familiarly known as "Big Jim", is the eldest som 
of a large family and as such, would in the due course of things 
4 have inherited the major partion of the family lands and material 
; possessions. However, as a resuit of friction accosted by other 
members of the household, togehter with a desire to see the world, 
he waived his right of inheritance and emigrated to the United 
States when he was about twenty-one years of ages He lived for 
ae time in eastern United States, engaging in construction work 
and other types of manual labor. Later he came to California 
where he served as a member of the Hichmond Fire Department, 
engaged in various phases of city political activity, wapked as 
@ Garpenter, and finally purchases a small fruit ranch wheré he 
now resides. 


His wife, who is also 4 member of a large family. lase 


on i 
ae 


Ireland when she was about éighteen, coming to the United States / 


to join her sister who was in domestic service in this country. 


Arriving here, she secured similar employment and eventuelly net 


a Oe 


and marrice@ “Big Jim". They had not know each other in the cold 


eer 
vat 


country. Both are naturalized citizens of the UnitedStates. 


eM 


Neither has ever returned to Ireland, nor have they maintained any 


‘@lose contact with relatives or friends there, feeling that their 
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principal interests center in the country of their adoption. 

fo them were born five children. ASide from the financila 
difficulties soinictn to the lot of day laborer's family, the 
children have experiencedno particular difficulty in ad jus ting 
themselves to the various problems of living. 

Glizabeth graduated from hish school, passed a country 


teacher's examination, and taught elementary school for three 


years subsequently uarrying a farmer ofAmerican birth and parenteze. 


‘They have two sons sged twelve end Sevene Llizabeth is the only 


one of the chiléren who has seen ireland, thus far. At the age 
of five she accompanied .n aunto tbh the old country, spending ea 
year with relatives there. 

Georgina graduated from high school aud made the first 


year of college. ater she passed a Civil service examination 


and has been a federal employee in the department of ne turalize 


ation for a number ofyears. Her husband is a lawyer of American 


parentage and birth, who works in the Same depsrtment. 

John completed high school end the first two ye rs of college. 
Jackson, his twin, never continued his education beyond high 
school. They are engaged together in a chicken Punching project 
and in acdition are employed each summer by the state department 
of asriculture es fruit inspectors. Neither is married. 


Robert completed high and the first two yeers of collegee 


At present he spends each summer and fall in the employ of the 
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fom Hill was born in the northern part of Ireland. His 
father brought the family to the United States when fom was six 
years old. fhey came direcily to Salinas, California because 
he had a brother who was farming in the Salinas Valley. 

Tom's father, who had been a tenant farmer in Ireland, hoped 
in the future to be able to buy a farm, but when he reached 
Selinas he was nearly broke. They lived with Tom's uncle for 
a while and them move to a small tenant ranch close to jinole. 
Tom's uncle lent them money to stock the ranch. : 

When Tom was sixteen years old, he went to work in a powder 
factory near Pinole. He leaned leadburning. Lead burners repair 
the metal tanks needed to keep chemicals used in powder making. 

I t¢ is a skilled trade, and is somewhat dangerous, aside from the 
danger of working in a powder mill , it pays well. 

After he had worked there several years, there was a lead 
burners strike and Tom never got back one 

He decided that now was the tire for him to see a littleof 
the world, and started forCanada, intending to work way across 
to the East and perhaps to the Ireland and England. His first jump 
was showt. *e only got as far as Dunsmuir, where he went to 
york as a boilermaker's helper in the Southern Pacific Shops. 

worked there a pineg ead then went to Portland, where, by 


‘ue of his year's experience as a helper, and a good deal of 
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bluff, he got a job a8 @ boilermaker in a commeréial boiler 
shop and iron works. © 


By the combination of a little luck, and, I think, likely 


a@ good deal of real aise he got t be a sort of sub-foreman in 
a few years. 

When he was twenty~six years old, he was given the job of 
Superintendant of the Columbia Engineering Works, a small oute 
fit just starting up. “a Stayed with this company until it went 
broke, in the hard tines: ‘just before the war started in bebo bes 

When the war-time copper boom Started, lead burners were in 
beg demand in the smelters, vend wages went very high. fom start- 
ed leadburning, and worked in Salt dake and in different par&s 


of Utah most of the time, although he traveled around quiée a bit. 


When the copper boom ended he was in Salt lake, and as he 
had spent his money very freely while he was making it, ina 
few monthe, he Was broke, he! haa married in Portland and had 
a wife and two children to take gare of. 4i@ tried to get work 
as a boiler maker, but there were. ‘too many bollermakes already 
the few ‘commercial shops Yo. salt ee he would not work 


in. the raitroea shops ag they ere’ scab. shops since the failure 


of ‘the’ shop men's strike. 
‘He finally got a fy elerting | ie a whi Mhaehs eeea is had 
a good many, “triente/apong the cubtomers. iler worked there six 


months, 3 and by changl: ee habits haneged to save enough to bring 
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himself and family to San Francisco. 

He got a job in the Union Iron Works in San Pranciseo, and 
iater got a gob in the General Engineering Company and moved 
to Oakland. | | } 

He has lived in Oakland ever since. He says that owing to 
the fact that he never really worked much at boiler making 
druing his younger years, but jumped almost immediately to being 
foreman, and then Supsrintendent, he was never as good a mechanic 
as many of his fellow workers, and was generally one of the first 
to be laid off. He has been out of work a good deal during the 
last five years and ig working in the S.E.R.A. now. 

He is very intelligent, but does not read muche ie is of the 
mechanical type, and would rather do Something with his hands-- 
fix his radio, or Something of that kind. He is tall and raw- 
boned, and blue eyed with dark hair turning a little grey. In 
politics he is growing radical. He reads a radical paper and 
agrees th most of what it says, but Says nothing can be done about 


it until the working class change their ideas. 


He bought a home when he had moved to Oakland and still has 
it, although he is likely to lose it any time. It ig a comfort- 


a Sl a ar ed 


able five room house in east Oakland. 


soontoust maz od ites’ 
‘hae +WelskoTl nal nt adaol worl nota ed? at ot a a 
bwvoo bna ginque) gaisteenigas Lesegad at st dof a foam asl 


iwo ¢add eyse of «soncke tove Sanisied at bevifesial 


AY 


— Bi 


onl 


Briana tellod 22 dowm betsow Uflaes seven of sald. doe odd 3 


Hitec of yledaibenut geomle beqart Jad ,etmey seymeoy Ole Queen” 
J tae 
oineiocose Bur ve TIeven Gow ai ,tushsetaizeqoa weds Goe eRenecet 7 


atl 


re : [ Peay yils* i153, BA bita ssxow wofLiet Bist t*6 Yaa bend a ; 
inew to éno overt sad ef «Bike ink od oo 7: 

i 

; - zs ; a] 

“WOM sAsf.G,o Ot? 2 gtioor af Boo ene evlt geal ou 

“so. hboext don egos fut ,sueptifotal yaeov- af -_ 

‘), 


~w 2 Bis sin dd idtous ob Sedgas blow boo ,egqt Len imidoem 


=o S08 ile? @2 GL semtk sott Jo patidiame ao okies Bia oS ee i 

- yet» elisil-« petatce abe A% ai im boys ocala bar beat 

bis secuc Lad ix 2 g2buet On . siupibeas aA beety ei vat oltifog © 

tiods esos od mae fildiem syste fed {oO Ynw. ‘t en, teem 42. eons 
| ,awat alate egnedy, amele euisheces aris St stn a2 

; ae bsbiged of bovom bad ed aece exod a ddqued of). vl ae 

a > eet ?i «emits we BY seef of yleili el ed dguotd is. | | 


sSualiag suse at oevodt goon evit 


ae: i | Sn 


44 : fom Hill vas born in the northern part of ireland. His 
, father brought the family to the United States when fom wae six 
years old. They case direchly to Salines, California because 
he hed a brother sho wae farming in the Selines Valleys 
Tom's father, who had been a tenant farmer in ireland, hoped 
in the future to be able to buy a farm, but when he reached 
‘Selinas he was nearly brokee They lived with Tom's uncle for 
& whiie and them move to & small tenant ranch close to linvice 
toa's unele lent them money to atock the ranche 
When fom was sixteen years old, he went to work in a power 
factory near finole. ie leaned lesdburninge Lead burners repair 
the metal tanke needed to keep chemicals used in powder smking. 
i t is a skilied trade, and is scmewhat dangerous, aside irom the 
- danger of working in a powier mili , it pays walle 
After he hed worked there several years, there was = lead 
burners strike and Tom never got back one 
He decided thet now was the tive for him to see a littleof 
the world, and started fortumda, intenmiing to work way across 
$0 the Saet and perhaps to the ireland an@ inglande dis first jump 
wag showte *e only got as far ag Dunsmuir, where he went to 
work nae boileruaker's helper in the Southern jecifie Shops. 
He worked there a year, and then went to Portland, where, by 
virtue of his year's @xperience as a helper, and a nail deal of 
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bluff, he got a job as a boilermaker in @ Gomuer@ial boiler 
shop end iron WOrksS « 
By the combination of a iittle luck, and, 1 think, likely 
& good deal of real ability he got t be a sort of subeforeman in 
a few »carge | 
When he was twentyesix yeers old, he was given the job of 
superintendant of the Columbia Engineering Works, a sasll out- 
fit just starting up. “e Stayed with this company until it went 
broke, in the hard tices just before the war aterted in EUro pe » 
when the waretine copper boom started, lead burners were in 
; a Brin ‘ beg demand in the smelters, «nd wages went very highe om start- 
: ¢ ed leadburning, and worked in Salt Lake an@ in different parge 
of Uteh most of the time, although he traveled around quiée « bite 
When the copper boom ended he was in galt lake, and as he 
had Spent his money very freely while he was esccked mgs it, ina a | 
few montha, he was broke, he hed married in sortland aad had ; 
& wife and two chilircn te take care ofe “6 tried to get work | 
aS a boiler maker, bub there were too many bollermakes already 
Be | the few commercial shopa in ‘Salt leke, and he would not werk 
s in the Pailroad shops as they vere scab. shops since the failure 
of the shop men's strike. | 
He finally got a Job clerking in & Giger store where he had 
& good weny friends among the cus tomers « ser worked there six 


months, and by changing Hig haclts menaged to save enough to bring 
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himself and family to San Francisco. 

He got a Soh ts the Union Iron Yorks in San Francisco, and - 
later <ot a Gob in the General Mgincering Company and move 4 
to Unklande | 

He has lived in Gakland ever since. He says that owing to 
the fact that Ke never really worked much et boller making 
druing his younger years, bit jumped almost imnediately to being 
foremen, and then superintendent, he was never as good a mechani¢ 
ao many of his f6liow workers, and wes generally one of tne first 
to be laid off. He has bes: cut of work a good deal during the 
last five years and is working in the %.E.R.A. now. 

He is vary intelligent, but does not read muche Ae is cf the 
mechanical type, and would rather de sométhing with his handse« 
fix hie radio, or something of that Kinde He is te11 and rawe 
boned, and blue eyed with dark hair turning a little grey. in 
politics he is growing readicale i¢ reeds a radiesal paper and 
agrees tb most of what it saya, but says nothing can be done about 
it until the working class change their idecg. 

He bought a home when he had moved to Oakland and still has 
it, although he is likely to lose it any times. It ig « comforte 


able five room house in east Cakland. 
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Mary Geliagher was born in Irelend about 1880. Her 


family was of the .oor peasan’ type, raising pigs, being the 
chief source of a scanty incéme. ‘they had many children and the 


children had many deseases whikh they got over as ¢st they could. 


®hen the children were old enough they began to shift for them- 
selves which was a gib help to their parcnts. 

Although Mary went so school but intermittently she 
leaned to read and write and jater, the strugsie for existance 
taught her how to figure both in cash and redits. She came to 
this country at the age of cightsen and got a job as a servant 
girl from which she managed to make a living which to her seemed 
far superior to what she hed been used to in ireland. 

She had saved quite a ne: t litsle nest egg when she met 4 } 
policeman of her own nationality, and the irish being frugel 
sould and foresecing, it was not long until they peocied their 


PESCurCccs « 


ferry was making a good salary on the police force and 80 


they bought the eoveted little home. It was not long before -ittle 


gerry joined them and life was ell thet couid ce askede 
Several ye rs went by as uneventfully as most of our years 
and then one day ferry did not come homes <OFrY had come to the 
ame end ag many another policeman, with a bullet. Sut ine 
iceman ‘s life this must te expectes, it is a matter of give 
‘ke, and they take it with the rect of thenie 
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, Mary got her insurance and recovered from her « 
little fellow was a big fellow now, not such a care as 

to be. Life was not go bad. 

Hary got her job selling sewing machines. And sone 


she sold machines, sane days note ut the home was clear. 


fhe insurance was in the bank, and whet she made was clear. 

Bat Mary met a real esta:e agent, on of these superesalege- 
mien, high pressure type. ie showed her how she could make her money 
work for her. with her insurnace money she bought two houses 
making a down payment, the belance like rent, ani still has a 
dittle of the money left. fhe houses did not Stay rented and 
Sometimes the renters did not pay the rente fo seet the payments 
Kary uacd up the last of the insurnaces fhen it was a matter of 
selling eewing machines in order to eate It couldn 't be AGHe, £0 
Mary got herself a job in a factory, sewing corcurey pants all Gaye 
And mow if she worked reel had and didn't SiGp to talk with the 
other wonen she could manage to make both ends né6t, and even 
meet the payments on the other houses when the rents didn '¢ 
come ifs 

All would perhaps be wee] teday, but Lary cet another 
real gatate salesman of the Ssupre=pressure types ie showed 
her how she actually can make her money work for her, aud how he 
wou.d no longer have to slave in the fectoryA 

He showed her an aportment house with Overy apartment filled 
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“with satisfies Fonterse They had exeeptionally goo ¢ furniture 
which meant they aust exrn geod money, and therefore wus be e0cd 


renters. 11 shehad to de was to mortgage that house of hers 
whieh waS Clear, make down payment on shea partment house, and the 
renta would be hers. All she had to co each ; “onth was so ee 


around and ¢cllect then. the rents would more than keep mR 


the payments on the apartment house, payments on the interest and 
even theother two houses when they are not rented. fh 
Mary 18 American enough not to be able to pass up a gouds 
a@al and she couldn'¢ PASS theses The apsrtment house became a 
hers. One day when the rents were due she went to collect ars 
But to her chagrin she found that whey were all paid a month ee 


in sdvance. fhe agent did not tell ser t.18~s “90 she had bo 


into her won pocket for the peyment on theapartaent house. che 8 
KB 
second month caue and all her tenants scved out, and shehad an a 


supty apartment hase on her handes. of uncesirable Location,’ / 


unfurnished, and far from modern. he put an add in the pa pers 


and from that engle began scanning the columns herself, from Ais 


this she learned uuche Here was an add; "Wanted; Tenants for //| 
apartment house two months rent free. bust have good furnitures | 
| SO this was a rickets oo bod for ary, but education conte | \ J 
iat Now cane the struggle to keep both the houses «and a par ye Ng) 
ments rented, end ueet the payments. /t \ A 


But “ary had another problem now. Terry has finished school, 


et eed 
iy We, 


Abe Ve 
by 

‘| 7 
‘ 


tp = 


Poe 6 iene 


a 4 i a y 
ba eee ey Re 


boa —o 
ie ) el ah 


1. © : 
rT 
on 


‘- , - is 
es ‘ +: P 7 ~~ * ‘ia = ' rb v \ o cr 
| 3 2 So 4 Yenos S80p sage Sian od? yaade 


StUVLAT 2 voy _YCiasctiqesés hat vedt seeadzace 


‘ c po 2 « gwoh @ias ,eefe sav dodge 


4 66264 © LATO W Sk ae 
5 


‘ ta 7ve ae 5 kite Beets. 2 


i1s!e ef So @dmemysy One > 


TSiFsoanks AIG 


~. 


lia 


We ts a a o ge / 5 ts 3 % Lm ras a = ig 2 ae WO. ‘a 1 
4 bay ish 
J . e820 OGySst Wie Bem BAA im bofaot ers ail 


‘ ihe a 
, . re: 
gt ow fe LA d é ae Ce eWerr wel UO%G Mouse Ota Ding yza" sua. i“ 


A Ls 


& find a job. ‘te nores about the houses stant sd : iy 
J» ohe connct Gel) whst he 19 | thinking a SoBe. si ec 
Gitta : a ae 


Baty Guliegher we born in fan .oede = =. & 2 
Sear a5 aw she wor alate: type, Tass >-t plat, be L tne | vie 4 3a f 
chive? souxne of 8 conmty inogad. They anc gany ohiléren ema he Pe ik 
@ildewn had tee; i, Qate ee him 12; % over o5 HOWL 
Shem the chilies “ste © lad ehough %% 3 

} ¢ 
ie..ene gh wae. & gi» hel 0 Ks. 

x AL mt imi bo Wal 7 
lexuel 1% * 4 ent wx ibe and Je bai ; 
ae a om & G Las ‘ ist GAG! J Sis 
thia sour try ; % ave of @2255 oT Jao 88 st 
ca , £Pe gh: Kae tit . he ' pee i 

ck ¢ a & é \ 4 . 
r ‘ 4 “eo sui ’ - ; 
1 Serie 0 , er CPt ¢ =" tha 4 
toy te GA AUP BEN Links 4 { wea mos - 
y ; Gee 6 
“svry Cie we. iia & god Seinty a) ee ee i? G4 
thay Bought toe eore wee LuELe be Ute? » % % LY belo : la 4 


enery jviet thea oud Life wea &. Lge & 


cud Mie one vey saery G@id nok obme Sunes 


‘ Ce pest Se ong &@ way bnothes purice OAT» wi OR 
pols corn ts 2ifte thie suas oF as chan ce 4p & awtber of give | 


ri ae ake, and wey Sake 46 with te teed of theo. 
4 | : 


en 


, : --- : 
Page “ai : 


62% m # ‘ ve 


o De tae | a eu 
“Ss “ee io ; 


a 


. r ) fh) Aoi 


- 4 a % a5 i 


i , ‘ , 
=< » 
vega “3 te: 
ot ) 7 
oa ; “a 8 
ty 
or vir q ah 7 
Cane he 2a a alae fe a 
7 4 - % : abe ae 
| Pe sag vihs ee toga rate one 
Fee Bis we irae me ae ala 


y 
, : a ms 
; A; oN ay 


Mary Gallagher was born in Irelend about 1880. Her 


family was of the oor peasant type, raising pigs, being \the 


chief source of a scanty incéme. ‘they had many children ahd the 


children had many deseases whikh they got over &s 06st the), could. 


When the children were old enough they began to shift for \hem- 
\ \e i 
selves which was a gib help bras) their parents. Mt 


Although Mary went to school but intermittently she 


leaned to read and write and later, the struggle for existance 

; taught her how to figure both in cash and redits. ‘She came. to 

7 this country at the age of eighteen and got a job as a servant 
girl from which she managed to make & living which to her seemed 


: far superior to what she had been used to in Ireland. 
She had saved quite a net litsle nest egg when she met & 
policeman of her own nationality, and the irish being frugal 


q coal ani foreseeing, 1% was not long until they pooled thetr 


YESourccs e 


ferry was making 4 good salary on the police force ane so 
they bought the goveted little home. It was not long bezore Little 
gerry joined them and life was all that could be asked. — 


Several years went by as wuneventiully as most of our years 


and then one day Terry did not come home. Terry had coins %o the 


same end as many another policeman, with 4 bullet. But ina 


ee 


policeman 's life this must 0¢ expecteé, it is a watter of give 


and take, and they take it with the reeset of theme 
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Mary got her insurance and recovered from her grief. The 
little fellow was a big fellow now, not such a care as he used 
to be. Life was not so bad. 
| Mary got her a job selling sewing machines. And some days 
she sold machines, soue days not. But the home was clear. 
®he insurance was in the bank, and whet she made was clear. 
put Mary met a real estase agent, on of these superesales- 
men, high pressure type. ite showed her how she could make ner money 
work for her. With her insurnace money she bought two houses 
making a down payment, the balance like rent, and still has a 
little of the money left. The houses did not stay rented and 
sometimes the renters did not pay the rent. {0 meet the payments 
Mary used up the last of the insurnace. ‘Then it was a matter of 
selling sewing machines in order to gate It couldn 't be done, so 
Mary got herself a job in a factory, sewing corduroy pants all day. 
And now if she worked real had and didn't stop to talk with the 
“other women she could manage to make both ends meet, and even 
sleet the payuents on the other houses when the rents didn 't 
 Ceongen 


All would perha ps be weel today, but Lary et another 


y reed estate salesman of the supre=pressure type. te showed 


ieee how she actually can make her money work for her, aud how he 


aX 


| would no longer have to slave in the factory. 


2 ilhht 
i I 7g He showed her an apartment house with every apartment filled 
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with satisfied renters. ‘They had exceptionally goo d furniture 
which meant they must ewrn good money, and therefore wust be good 
renters. All shehad to do was to mortgage that house of hers 
wnich was Glear, make down payment on theapartment house, and the 
rents would be hers. Ail she had to (do @ach month was to go 
around and coliect them. fhe rents would more than keep up 

the payments on the apartment house, payments on the interest and 
even theother two houses when they are not rented. 

Mary is American enough not to be able to pass up a good 
deal and she couldn't pass these. fhe apartment house became 
hers. One day when the rents were due she went to collect them. 
But to her chagrin she found that they were ali paid a iionth 
in advance. The agent did not tell her ti.is. ‘So she had to dig 
into her won pocket for the payment on theapartment housee ‘The 
second month came and all her tenants moved out, and shehad an 
empty apartment house on her hands. of uncesirable location, 
unfurnished, and far from moderne ‘he put an add in thepapers 
and from that «engle began scanning the columns herself. From 


this she learned much. Here was an add;"Wanted; Tenants for 


apartment house two months rent free. Must have good furniture". 

So this was a reckete Yoo bed for Mary, but education cones 
high. Now cane the struggle to keep both the houses and ayparte 
ments rented, and meet the ivnkatnk 


But “ary had another problem nowe Terry has finished school, 
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My informant was born in York, Ireland. He came to the 
United States in the year 1900. He was reared in an ordinary la- 
borer's family, his father doing all kinds of odd jobs and also 
working in coal mines. He wags the only son, but has a sister 
Still living in Ireland. I+ a his father's habit to have them 
study many hours each day besides studying in school hours and in 
this way ne finished his eighth grade at fourteen years. By doing 
odd jobs as his father did, at the age of twenty years, he had 
Gnough money saved up to make the trip to the United States ana 
had some money left to settle in New York. From the ages of four- 
teen to twenty, his father still compelled him to study over his 
school books many an hour each day, which was a great benefit to 
him in later years. Because of it he knew his mother tongue tho- 
roughly and it also made him quite fast at figuring. However, be 
ing a stranger in New York, and not knowing anybody, the only thing 
for him to do were odd jobs as he had done at home. Working in 
warehouses, going out of New York, working on farms during his 
travels, he finally landed at the Pittsburgh Coal mines, first as 
helper and later on in the earth, doing odd jobs below. However, 
he was not satisfied in these surroundings and he made up his mimi 
to return to New York in the year 1910. 

Unbelievable though it is, this coal miner went at once toa 


large publishing house in the advertising field. As he was a tall 
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man, being over six feet and having a broad body, he appealed 

to the publishing and they put him to work as a salesman, giving 
him fifty dollars per week for expenses, to be charged against 
his earnings. He became a first class salesman and led three 
hundred men, always being at the top of the list. He was visit- 
ing small towns, calling on banks and manufacturing plants through- 
out the New York State. Because of his training as a youth, this 
man thought of ideas which increased his sales almost unbeliev- 
ably. His sales were of such a nature that they were new to the 
house and his earnings on two to three sales in the period of 
three months would net him some $50,000 commission. 

However, this is what happened to this man. His earnings 
were so great, that it seems it got too much for him. After ac- 
cumulating all this money, to a total of $150,000, he became ac- 
quainted with real estate men and investors, and within a few 
years he had lost his fortune in the real estate business. He 
heé laid a solid foundation, but the lure of big money got him 
off the road which is the case with a great number of u&- When we 
have enough, we still want more. 

Thigcman returned to his former publishing house after he 
had lost all of his large earnings, and they again were glad to 
employ him, but because of still being under the strain and the 
thought of having lost the money, his sales were few and, in fact, 


he could not make a living at it again. He then went back to his 
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oad jobs, which he is doing to this day. However, as soon as 
oe? te. 
business is again good, he will come out of it, for the fact of 


his early training will still stand him in good stead. 
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“iy informant was born in York, Ireland. He came io the 
Vaulted States in the year 1900. He was reared in an ordinary la- 
borer's family, his father doing all kinds of ofd jobs and also 
working im coal mines. He was the only son, but has a sister 
Still diving in Ireland. It was his father's habit to have thea 
Study many hours each day besides studying im school hours and in 
this. way ae finished his ei guth grade at fourteen years. By doing 
044 jobe as his father did, ot the age of twenty years, he had 
Guoagh money saved up to make the trip to the United States and 
had some money left to setile in New York. From the ages of four- 
teen to twenty, his father still compelled him to etudy over his 
school books many an howr «ach day, which was a great benefit to 
iim in later years. Because of it he knew his mother tongue tho~ 
roughly and it also made him quite fast at figuring. iowever, be 
ing @ stranger in New York, and not knowing enybocy, the only thing 
for him go do were odd jobs es he had done at home. ‘forking in i 
warehouses, geing out of New York, working on farms during his | 
travels, he finaiiy landed at the Pittsburgh Coal mines, first as 
nelper and later on in the carth, doing o@@ jobs below. However, 
he was not satisfied in these surroundings and he made up his min 
to return to New York in the year 1910. 

Unbelievable though it is, this coal miner went at once to a 
jarge publishing house in the advertising field. As he was a tall 
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man, being over six feet and having a broad body, he appealed 

to the publishing and they put him to work as salesman, giving 
him fifty dollars per week for expenses, to be charged against 
his @arnings. He became a first class salesman and led three 
hundred men, always being at the top of the list. He was visit- 
ing Small towms, calling on banks and manufacturing plants through- 
out the New York State. Because of his training as a youth, this 
man thought of ideas which increased his sales almost unbeliev- 
ably. His sales were of such a nature that they were new to the 
house and his earnings on two to three sales in the period of 
three months would net him some $50,000 commission. 

However, this is wmt happened to this man. His earnings 
were so great, that it seems it got too much for him. After ac- 
cumulating ali this noney, to a total of $150,000, he becam ac- 
quainted with real estate men and investors, and within a few 
years he had lost his fortune in the real estate business. He 
had laid a selid foundation, but the lure of big money got him 
off the road which is the case with a great number of us. When we 
have enough, we still want more. 

This man returned to his former publishing house after he 
had lost all of his large earnings, and they again were giad to 
employ him, but because of still being under the strain and the 
thought of having lost the money, his sales were few and, in fact, 
he could not make a living at it again. He then went beck to his 
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= ota jobs, Gilat Netily sedate tev However, as soon ag 
‘business is again good, ‘he will come cut of it, for the fect of 
his early training will still stand him in good stead. 
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My informant was born in York, Ireland. He came to the 
United States in the year 1900. He was reared in an ordinary la- 
borer's family, his father doing all kinds of odd jobs and also 
working in coal mines. He was the only son, but has a sister 
Still living in Ireland. It was his father's habit to have then 
study many hours each day besides studying in school hours and in 
this way ne finished hts eighth grade at fourteen years. By doing 
odd jobs as his father did, at the age of twenty years, he had 
enough money saved up to make the trip to the United States and 
had some money left to settle in New York. From the ages of four- 
teen to twenty, his father still compelled him to study over his 
School books many an hour each day, which was a great benefit to 
him in later years. Because of it he knew his mother tongue tho- 
roughly and it also made him quite fast at figuring. However, be- 
ing a stranger in New York, and not Knowing anybody, the only thing 
for him to do were odd jobs as he had done at home. Working in 
warehouses, going out of New York, working on farms during his 
travels, he finally landed at the Pittsburgh Coal mines, first as 
hel per and later on in the earth, doing odd jobs below. However, 
he was not satisfied in these surroundings and he made up his mini 
to return to New York in the year 1910. 

Unbelievable though it is, this coal miner went at once to a 
large publishing house in the advertising field. As he was a tall 
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man, being over six feet and having a broad body, he appealed 

to the publishing and they put him to work as a salesman, giving 
him fifty dollars per week for expenses, to be charged ageinst 
his earnings. He became a first class salesman and led three 
hundred men, always being at the top of the list. He was visit- 
ing small towms, calling on banks and manufacturing plants through- 
out the New York State. Because of his training as 4 youth, this 
man thought of ideas which increased his sales almost unbeliev- 
ably. His sales were of such a nature that they were new te the 
house and his earnings on two to three sales in the period of 
three months would net him some $50,000 commission. 

However, this is what happened to this man. His earnings 
were so great, that it seems it got too much for him. After ac- 
cumulating all this money, to a total of $150,000, he became ac- 
guainted with real estate men and investors, and within a few 


years he had lost his fortune in the real estate business. He 


. had laid a solid foundation, but the lure of big money got him 


off the road which is the case with a gresti mumber of us. When we 
have enough, we still want more. 

Thig-man returned toe his former publishing house after he 
had lost all of his large earnings, and they again were glad to 
employ him, but because of still being under the strain and the 
thougit of having lost the money, his sales were few and, in fact, 
he could not make a living at it again. He then went back to his 
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19 is again good, he will come out of it, for the fact of 
ning will still stend him in good stead. | 
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Mary Dwyer came from Dublin, Ireland. She was born in 1883. 


When she was a little girl, she came with her parents to America, 
Her appearance, complexion and Characteristics tell that she is 
of Irish blood. She has fair skin and natural pink color in her 
cheeks, and blue eyes, which express goodness and Kindness. With 
all that, She has acquired the American refinement and culture; 
therefore, she is a true America citizen. 

Mary's father was a machinist by trade. He made a modest 
living for his family. But thinking that there would be a better 
chance for him in the country, he came over to America with his 
family. That was in 1888, when he came and settled down in New 
ark, New Jersey. 

Mary was the only child. She sTew up and was educated in 
Newark, New Jersey. After finishing her high school course, Mary 
learned typing and Stenography, so that she might be able to help 
her parents. 

Her mother was a delicate, sweet woman. She was her best¢ 
friend in the world. Mary was devoted to her and dia everything 
to make her happy. She worked steadily for several years with a 
concern that dealt in Shipping leather goods to South America and 
to different parts of the world. She had a responsible position 
@S a bookkeeper and secretary. 


AS years passed by, her mother's health began to fail. She 
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was half invalid and depended on her daughter's care» 80 Mary 
had to work hard by day and by night, doing cooking, washing and 
nursing. There are some people who are conscientious and love to 
do their duty. But there are others who ignore their duties and 
obligations and somehow get away with it. Mary was of the first 
type. The more she did, the more was given her to do. But she 
aid it willingly, because ghe was not selfish. 

In her neighborhood there was a good boy named Henry. AS 
children, they had played together and gone to school together. 
They attended the same Catholic Church too. So he was 4 good 
friend and companion 40 Mary. One day young Henry proposed to her, 
but although she loved him dearly, she had to refuse, because her 
mother was getting weaker day by day end needed her. What would 
become of her dear mother if she left her? Her father was get- 
ting old too, so they needed her support. Considering these 
things, Mary refused, making @ great sacrifice, which very few 
people would do. Mary took care of her mother until she died with 
blessings on her lips. 

Later on, as Mary couldn't work very hard, she got employment 
in a leading department store, woere she worked in the auditing 
department as @ bookkeeper and comptometer operator. of course, 
she got a smaller salary there. 

fhen she lived with her old father, who couldn't work any 


more. They owned & two family house, lived in one flat and rent- 
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ed the other. They didn't have to pay rent, so what Mary earned 
was spent for living and she saved a little for her old age. 

Several years passed in this monotonous way. Mary was get- 
ting to be an old maid. Her hair was turning grey. She felt 
that, if her father died, she would be left all alone in the 
world, for though she had an aunt and cousins they were not on 
friendly terms with her. They were the sort of people that would 
not come around if she were in trouble, but if there were a for- 
tune to be divided up, then they would appear. Mary took good 
care of her father, too, until he died, and she was left all al- 
one. She couldn't live in that vacant house any longer, the house 
which was so full of sweet and sad memories of the past. 

Mary was forty-two years old then. She wanted to make a 
change, get into a different y ereatets, So she went to a fami- 
ly as a governess. 

Mary's friend, lir. H. Williams, was married some years be- | 
fore; but, unfortunately, his wife had died, leaving two children 
to be taken care of, a boy and a girl. At once, he thought of 
Mary, whom he could trust to become a good friend and mother to 
his children. He wrote a letter of appeal to Miss Mary Dwyer, ex- 
plaining the situation. Mary was also lonesome and her motherly 
instinct was too strong in her to refuse such an offer. So she 
accepted and brought up those children as if they were her ow. 


Henry was well-to-do. He was in the real-estate business 
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and had no worry about the future, because he had saved money. 
He had some property, which brought him a fair income. He is 4 
quiet man, loves home life, reading and music. He is temper- 
ate and moderate in all his habits. 

In 1925, that is, a year after they got married, they moved 
to San Francisco for the climate. They own property in the east 
as well as here. Mr. H. Williams continued in the real estate 
business for some time, but lately he has retired, as they have 
enough income to live comfortably in their old age. During the 
depression, they couldn't comer their rent very well, so it 
has affected them indirectly. 

Mr. and Mrs. H. Williams are both true American citizens. 
Although they were brought up and educated in this country, they 
are proud of being of Irish descent. But, as patriots, their 
hearts beat for America which is so dear to them and everything 


concerning this country interests them. 
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Mary Dwyer came from Dublin, Ireland. She was born in 1883. 
When she was a little girl, she came with her parents to America. 
Her appearance, complexion and characteristics tell that she is 
of Irish blood. She has fair skin anid natural pink color in her 
cheeks, and blue eyes, which express goodness and kindness. With 
all that, she has acquired the American refinement and cul ture; 
therefore, she is a true America citizen. 

Mary's father was a machinist by trade. He made a modest 
living for his family. But thinking that there would be a better 
chance for him in the country, he came over to America with his 
family. That was in 1888, when he came and settled down in New 
ark, New Jersey. 

Mary was the only child. She grew up and was educated in 
Newark, New Jersey. After finishing her high school course, Mary 
learned typing and stenography, so that she might be able to help 


her parents. 


Her mother was a delicate, sweet woman. She was her best 
friend in the world. Mary was devoted to her and did everything 
to mike her happy. She worked steadily for several years with a 
concern that dealt in shipping leather goods to South America and 
to different parts of the world. She had a responsible position 
as a bookkeeper and secredary. | 
As years passed by, her mother's health began to fail. She 
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Was half invalid and depended on her daughter's care. SO Mary 
had to work hard by day ami by night, doing cooking, washing and 
nursing. There are some people who are conscientious and love to 
do their duty. But there are others who ignore their duties and 
obligations and somehow 6@t away with it. Mary was of the first 
type. The more she aid, the more was given her to do. But she 
Gia it willingly, because she was not selfish. 

in her neighborhood there was a good boy named Henry. As 
Children, they had played together anda gone to school together. 
They attended the sane Catholic Church too. So he was « good 
friend and companion to Mary. One day young Henry proposed to her, 
but although she loved him dearly, she had to refuse, because her 
mother was getting weaker dey by day md needed her. “hat would 
become of her dear mother if she left her? Her father was get- 
ting old too, so they needed her support. Considering these 
things, Mary refused, making a great sacrifice, which very few 
people would @o. Mary took care of her mother until she died with 
blessings on her li DBs 

later on, ag Kary couldn't work very hard, she got employment 
in @ leading deyrtment Store, vhere she worked in the auditing 
department as a bookkeeper and comptometer operator. Of course, 
She got a smalier Salary there. 

Then she lived with her old father, who couldn't work any 
more. They ovned a two family house, lived in one flat and rent- 
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ea the other. ‘hey didn't have to pay rent, so what Mery earned 
was spent for living and she Saved a little for her ola age. 

Several years passed in this monotonous Ways Vary wae get- 
ting to be an old maid. Her hair was turning grey. She felt 
“hat, if her father died, she would be left all alone in the 
world, for though she had Sh aunt and cousins they were not on 
friendly terms with her. They were the sort of people that would 
not come around if she were in trouble, but if there were a for- 
tune to be divided up, then they would appear. Mary took good 
care of her father, too, until he died, and she was left all al- 
one. She couldn't live in that vacant house any longer, the house 
whieh was so full of sweet and sad memories of the past. 

Mary was forty-two years old then. She wanted to make a 
Change, get into a different 6nvironment. So she went to « feami- 
iy a8 a governess. 

Mary's friend, Mr. H. Williams, was married some years be- 
fore; mt, unfortunately, his wife had died, leaving two children 
to be taken care of, a boy and a girk. At once, he thought of 
Mary, whom he could trust to become « good friend and mother to 
his children. He wrote a letter of appeal to Miss Kary Dwyer, ex- 
Pleining the situetion. Mery was also lonesome and her motherly 
instinct was too Strong in her to refuse such &n offer. So she 
accepted and brought up those children as if they were her om. 

Henry was well-to-do. He was in the real-estate business 
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and had no worry about the future, because he had saved money « 
Ke had some property, which brought him a fair income. He is a 
quiet man, loves home life, reading and music. He is  temper- 
ate and moderates in all his habits. . 

in 1925, that is, a year after they got married, they moved 
to San Franciseo for the climate. ‘They own property in the east 
aS Well as here. Mr. H. Williams contimed in the real estate 
business for some time, but lately he has retired, as they have 
enough income to live comfortably in their old age. During the 
depression, they couldn't collect their rent very well, so it 
has affected them indirectly. | 

Mt. and Mrs. EH. Williams are both true American citizens. 
Although they were brought up end educated in this country, they 
ara proud of being of irish descent. But, as patriots, their 
hearts beat for America which is so dear to then and everything 
concerning this country interests them. 
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Mary Dwyer came from Dublin, Ireland. She was born in 18383. 
When she was a little girl, she came with her jarents to America. 
Her appearance, complexion and characteristics tell timt she is 
of Irish blood. She has fair skin ani natural pink color in her 
cheeks, and blue eyes, which express goodness and Kindness. With 
ali that, she has acquired the American refinement and culture; 
therefore, she is a true America citizen. 

Mary's father was 4 machinist by trade. He made a modest 
living for his family. But thinking that there would be a better 
chance for him in the country, he came over to America with his 
family. That was im 1888, when he came and settled down in Kew 
ark, New Jersey. 

Mary was the only child. She grew up and was educated in 
Newark, New Jersey. After finishing her high school course, Mary 


learned typing and stenography, so tmt she might be able to help 
her yarents. 


lier mother was a delicate, sweet woman. She was her best 
fried in the world. Mury was devoted to her and did everything 
to mke her happy. She worked steadily for several years with a 
concern that dealt in shipping leather goods to South america and 
to different parts of the world. She had a responsible position 
as a bookkeeper and secretary. 

AS years passed by, her mother's health began to fail. She 
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was half invalid and depended on her daughter's care. So Mary 
had to work hard by day ani by night, doing cooking, washing and 
nursing. There are some people who are conscientious and Love to 
do their duty. But there are others who ignore their duties and 
obligations and somehow get away with it. Mary was of the first 
type. The more she did, the more was given her to do. But she 
aid it willingly, because she was not selfish. 

In her neighborhood there was a good boy named Henry. As 
Ghildren, they had played together and gone to school together. 
They attended the same Catholic Church too. So he was a good 
friend and companion to Mary. One day young Henry proposed to hpr, 
but although she loved him dearly, she had to refuse, because her 
mother was getting weaker day by day and needed her. what would 
become of her dear mother if she left her? Her father was get- 
ting old too, so they needed her support. Considering these 
things, Mary refused, making a great sacrifice, which very few 
people would do. Mary took care of her mother until she died with 
blessings on her lips. 

Later on, as Mary couldn't work very hard, she got employment 
in a leading department store, where she worked in the auditing 
department as a bookkeeper and comptometer operator. Of course, 
she got a smaller salary there. 

Then she lived with her old father, who couldn't work any 


more. They owmmed a two family house, lived in one flat and rent- 
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ed the other. They didn't have to bay rent, so what Mary earned 
was spent for living and she saved & little for her old age. 

Several years passed in this monotonous Way. Mary was get- 
ting to be an old maid. Her hair was turning grey. She felt 
that, if her father died, she would be left all alone in the 
world, for though she had an aunt and cousins they were not on 
friendly terms with her. They were the sort of people that would 
not come around if she were in trouble, but if there were a for- 
tune to be divided up, then they would appear. Mary took good 
Gare of her father, too, until -he died, and she was left all al- 
one. She couldn't live in that vacant house any longer, the house 
which was so full of sweet and sad memories of the past. 

Mary was forty-two years old then. She wanted to make a 
Change, get into a different énvironment. So she went to a fami- 
ly a8 a governess. 

Mary's friend, Mr. H. Williams, was married some years be- 
fore; but, unfortunately, his wife had died, leaving two children 
to be taken care of, a boy and a girl. At once, he thought of 
Mary, whom he could trust to become a good friend and mother to 
his children. He wrote a letter of appeal to Miss Mary Dwyer, ex- 
plaining the situation. Mary was also lonesome and her motherly 
instinct was too strong in her to refuse such an offer. So she 
accepted and brought up those children as if they were her om. 


Henry was well-to-do. He was in the real-estate business 
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and had no worry about the future, because he had saved money » 
He had some property, which brought hima fair income. He is a 
quiet man, loves home life, reading and music. He is | temper~ 
ate and moderate in all his habits. 

In 1925, that is, a year after they got married, they moved 
to San Francisco for the climate. They own property in the east 
aS well as here. Mr. He Williams continued in the real estate | 
business for some time, but jately he has retired, as they have 
6nough income to live comfortably in their old age. During the 
depression, they couldn't collect their rent very well, so it 
has affected them indirectly. 

Mr. and Mrs. H. Williams are both true American citizens. 
Although they were brought up and educated in this country, they 
ere proud of being of Irish descent. But, as patriots, their 
hearts beat for America which is so dear to them and everything 


concerning this sountry interests them. 
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Mr. D. was born in a little tow in Antrim County, Ireland 


in 1866. Though he came to this country when he was only eight, 
he can still recall very distinctly the beautiful Irish country - 


Side, the little school he attended, the home that seemed so grand, 


and the lovely Simplicity of his life, and that he was extremely 
happy. When he was eight, his father was accidentally killed by 
a Tunaway horse on the acreage where they grew potatoes. Mr. D. 
and his wethes disposed of all their possessions and sailed from 
Belfast, Ireland for the United States in 1864. His mother had 
friends in Franklin, Indiana ana here the bereft family of two 
Settled. They had used up all of their funds in getting to this 
country end there followed many years of poverty through which 

his mother always held the thought that he must, in some way, get 
an education. She raised and sold vegetables during the summer, 
in addition to doing dressmaking at any time of the year she could 
get it to do. Mr. D. did oda jobs for the neighbors--cleaned cel- 


lars, carried wood, kept furnaces, and for four years read to an 


elderly gentleman who had lost his eyesight. Mr. De, looking. back, 


reflects as to whether the old man really enjoyed the childish 
voice with its Irish brogue, or whether he was in Sympathy with 
the little family and wanted to assist the youngster educational- 
ily and financially. He remembers reading books which were far be- 
yond his youthful understanding but know now, that the knowledge 
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contained in these books came to his assistance in later years. 
An avid young mind, a mother preaching education; it was a com- 
bination through which, even involuntarily, he was bound to ab- 
sorb something. 

In spite of their poverty, the years sped by, and college 
days arrived. A college in Illinois was selected and Mr. D. was 
fortunate enough to obtain a room with a family for whom he could 
do odd chores for his maintenance. With careful scheming, and 
many late hours, he cold take other jobs, keeping books for the 
little grocery store out of the main part of town, tending fur- 
naces and pepping them up on chilly mornings and banking them for 
the night. In his junior year, he and a friend, in a similar po- 
verty stricken position, spotted a chap doing a good business on 
@ street corner selling books, a dictionary, no less, and a Bible. 
fhe boys had an inspiration. The books sold for a dollar each. 
After a bit of persuasion and a promise of secrecy, the man told 
them where they might be purchased for two dollars per dozen. Mr. 
D. and his friend travelled around the Great Lake region all that 
Summer, in fact, until they had completed their college career. 
The exercise out doors proved a boon to the health of both of 
them and Mr. D's sparse six foot frame filled out with amazing 
unexpectedness, that is, after they got started, crackers were 
the min diet for a time. The boys earned enough each summer to 


permit them to pursue their studies with comparative ease during 
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the remainder of the school year. lir. D. was even able to send 
Some money to his mother. Just prior to graduation, Mr. D's 
friend received an invitation from an uncle in San Francisco to 
come west, a strange invitation which said that no carfare woulda 
be furnished, but if he could cover the miles between Illinois 
and California, by any ingenious method he cared to use, there 
was a job waiting for him at his printing plant in San Francisco. 
fhe boys had been pals in poverty and in their pseudo-prosperity, 
end Mr. D. says he felt like a ship without a rudder with his 
pal thinking of leaving him. fTwo weeks later while Mr. D. and 
his mother were having a heart to heart talk about the future on 
the porch of the Indiana home, up ran his pal from nowhere, wav- 
ing a piece of paper in the air. What with the running and the 
excitement, his words were unintelligible so Mr. D. snatched the 
paper from his hands, then the two of them went wild. Im. D. 
was also included in the invitation to come to San Francisco on 
the same terms he had offered his nephew. For the boys, that was 
easy. They set out in a week with the good old book business 
that had put them through college, with about a hundred dollars 
extra in their pockets. Two months later, they landed in San 
Francisco ready to settle down to what proved to be their life 
work. 7 

Mr. D. planned to send for his mother, but she married in 


the fall, and two years later died of pneumonia. It is Mr. D's 
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one regret that he did not see his mother alive again and every 
time he goes east, he stops off at the little graveyard in Indi- 
ana and stays awhile with her and places flowers on her grave. 
ir. D. married when he was thirty-five. He has two grown 

sons, one stationed in China in the Intelligence Department and 
the other the head of a coffee company in Rio de Janeiro. Mr. D. 
is now seventy-nine years of age, a silent partner in his busi- 
ness, with two sons lost in the cogs of business, and a wife lost 
Some ten years ago. Mr. D. is well preserved and successful, but 
gazes wistfully in space, wishing he might again see the peaceful 


countryside in Irelam. 
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lie. De was borm in a little town in Antrim County, Ireland 
4n 1866. Though he came to this country when he was only eight, 
he can still recall very distinctly the beautiful Irish country- 
side, the little school he attended, the home that seemed so grand, 
and the lovely simplicity of his life, and that he was extremely 
pappy. when he was eight, his father was aceidentaliy killed by 


ao runaway horge on the acreage where they grew potatoss. Mr. De 
ang his mother disposed of all their possessions and sailed from 
Belfast, Ireland for the United States im 1964. lis mother had 

- friends in Franklin, Indiana ani here the bereft family of two 
settled. They had used up ali of their funds in getting te this 
country and there followed many years of poverty through which 
hia mother always held the though’ thet he mat, in some way, get 
an education. She raised and sold vegetables during the summer, 
in addition to doing dressmaking at any time of the year she sould 
get it to do. Nr. D. did oda jobs for the neighbors-«cleaned c¢l- 
lars, carried wood, kept furnaces, and for four years read to an 
elderly gentleman who had lost his eyesight. Mr. De, looking back, 
reflects as to wether the old man really enjoyed the childish 
yoice with its Irish brogue, or whether he was in sympathy with 
the little family and wented to assist the youngeter educational- 
ly and financially. He remembers reading books which were far be- 
yond hie youthful understanding but know now, that the knowledge 


once ms axl co at ‘tos yeeros « " 


iteawesesD gated of MOLL De Kae 


os dam Sie om Satiodn o¢ ga ade 


b 


228 od Ratuen fae. tet ectest 8 
ad axodeamet *, + iabbaaat 
ra arb wes ax oT gc Lb 


wer ciive Sp 
ia wh Joowes eLseii ot ee 
40 W fotfgale coves ‘ont dee 
Siytc saw wi sess aca 


ney ¢ ¥ 
— _“ yy 3 in vo 3 * 
Ww Downs sth geuitom wit Bee 


aoe 32 tele) teh fee a A 
axationt ,abingwst of epnetey i. " 
gw Sean Get pa Lies 
Deomaligt ope ae cine 
oa2 Slod ayvnwia oe wou etd 
‘te dontorr oc2 seta ae 

bo ALS .2 oat .o8 of #2 ia 
“at get ,foow helenae ,4 


las 


bed © cy nenetiany yine £ 


2 ae gets Sadat wad i$ dw oot 


v 


“adhe 
—- (Oa ' 
ae a ) 

, 

i 


contained in these books came to his assistance in later years. 


Am avid young mind, a mother preaching education; it was a com- 
bination through which, even involuntarily, he was bound to ab- 
sorb something. 

In spite of their poverty, the years sped by, and college 
days arrived. A college in Illincis was selected and Mr. D. was 
fortunate enough to obtain a room with a family for whom he could 
do od44 chores for his maintenance. With careful scheming, and 
many late hours, he could take other jobs, keeping books for the 
little grocery store ot of the main part of town, tending fur- 
naces and pepping them up on chilly mornings and banking them for 
the night. In his junior year, he and a friend, in a similar po- 
verty stricken position, spotted a chap doing a good business on 
a street corner selling books, a Gictionary, no less, and a Bible. 
fhe boys had an inspiration. The books solid for a4 dollar eacii. 
After a bit of persuasion and a promise of secrecy, the man told 
them where they might be purchased for two dollars per dozen. Mr. 
De and his friend travelled around the Great Lake region all that 
summer, in fact, until they had completed their college career. 
fhe exercise out doors proved a boon to the health of both of 
them and Er. D's sparse six foot freme filled out with amazing 
unexpectediness, that is, after they got started, crackers were 
the min diet for a time. ‘The boys earned enough each summer to 
permit them to pursue their studies with comparative ease during 
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the remainder of the school year. Mr. De was even able to send 
some mouey to his mother. Just prior to graduation, Mr. D's 
friend received an invitation from an unele in San Francisco to 
come west, a strange invitetion which said that no carfare woulda 
be furnished, mt if he could coyer the miles between Illinois 
and California, by any ingenious method he cared to use, there 
was a job waiting for him at his printing plant in San Francisco. 
fhe boys had been pals in poverty and in their pseudo-prosperity, 
and Mrs Do says he felt like a ship without a rudder with his 
pal thinking of leaving him. ‘Two weeks later while lr. D. and 
his mother were having a heart to heart talk about the future on 
the porch of the Indiana home, up ran his pal from nowhere, wav- 
ing a piece of paper in the air. What with the running and the 
excitement, his words were unintelligible so Mr. De snatched the 
paper from his hands, then the two of them went wild. Ure De 
was also included in the invitation to come to San Francisco on 
the same terms he had offered his nephew. For the boys, that was 
easy. They set out in a week with the good old book business 
that had put them through college, with about a hundred dollars 
extra in their pockets. Two months later, they landed in San 
Francisco ready to setile down to what proved to be their life 
WORK « 

Were D. planned to send for his mother, but she married in 
the fall, and two years later died of pneumonia. It is Er. D's 
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one regret that he did not see his mother alive again and every 

time he goes east, he stops off at the little graveyard in Indi- 

ana and stays awhile with her and places flowers on her grave. 
Mr. D. married when he was thirty-five. He has two grown 


sons, one stationed in china in the Intelligence Department and 
the other the head of a coffee company in Rio de Janeiro. Ete De 
is now seventy-nine years of age, a silent partner in his busi- 
ness, with two sons lost in the cogs of business, and a wife lost 
some ten years ago. Mr. D. is well preserved and successful, but 
gazes wistfully in space, wishing he might again see the peaceful 
countryside in Ireland. 
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lire De was borm in a little town in Antrim County, Ireland 


in 1866. Though he came to this sountry when he was only sight, 
he can still recall very distinctly the peautiful Irish country - 
side, the little school he attended, the home that seemed so grand, 
and the lovely simplicity of his life, and that he was extremely 
bappy. When he was eight, his father was aecidentally killed by 

a Punaway horse on the acreage where they grew potatoes. we De 
and his mother disposed of all their possessions end sailed from 
Belfast, Ireland for the United States in 1864. His mother had 
friende in Franklin, Indiana and here the bereft family of two 
settled. They hed used up ell of their funds in getting to this 
country and there followed many years of poverty through which 

his mother always held the thought that he mast, in some way, get 
an education. She raised and sola4 vegetables during the summer, 
in addition to doing dressmaking at any time of the year she could 
get it to do. Mr. D- aid of @ jobs for the neighbors--cleaned cél- 
lars, earried wood, kept furnaces, and for four years read to an 
elderly gentleman vho had lost his eyesight. Mr. De, looking back, 
reflects as to whether the old man really enjoyed the ehildish 
voice with its Irish brogue, or whether he wes in sympathy with 
the little family and wanted to agsiot the youngster educetional- 
ly and financially. He remembers reading beoks which were far be- 
yond his youthful understanding but know nov, that the knowledge 
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contained in these books came to his assistance in later years. 
fn avid young mind, a mother preaching education; it was a com- 
bination through which, even involuntarily, he was bound to ab- 
sorb something. 

In spite of their poverty, the years sped by, and college 
days arrived. A college in Illinois was selected and Iir. D. was 
fortunate enough to obtain a room with a family for whom he could 
do odd chores for his maintenance. With careful scheming, and 
many late hours, he cold take other jobs, keeping books for the 
little grocery store out of the main part of town, tending fur- 
naces and pepping them up on chilly mornings and banking them for 
the night. In his junior year, he and a friend, in a similar po- 
verty stricken position, spotted a chap doing a good business on 
a street corner selling books, a dictionary, no less, and a Bible. 
fhe boys had an inspiration. The books sold for a dollar each. 
After a bit of persuasion and a promise of secrecy, the man told 
them where they might be purchased for two dollars per dozen. Mr. 
D. and his friend travelled around the Great Lake region all that 
summer, in fact, until they had completed their college career. 
The exercise out doors proved a boon to the health of both of 
them and Mr. D's sparse six foot frame filled out with amazing 
unexpectedness, that is, after they got started, crackers were 
the min diet for a time. The boys earned enough each summer to 


permit them to pursue their studies with comparative ease during 
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the remainder of the school year. Mr. D. was even able to send 
some money to his mother. Just prior to graduation, lr. D's 
friend received an invitation from an uncle in San Francisco to 
come west, a strange invitation which said that no carfare would 
be furnished, mt if he could cover the miles between Illinois 
and California, by any ingenious method he cared to use, there 
was a job waiting for him at his printing plant in San Francisco. 
The boys had been pals in poverty and in their pseudo-prosperity, 
and Mr. De says he felt like a ship without a rudder with his 
pal thinking of leaving him. Two weeks later while Mr. D. and 
his mother were having a heart to heart talk about the future on 
the porch of the Indiana home, up ran his pal from nowhere, wav- 
ing a piece of paper in the air. What with the running and the 
excitement, his words were unintelligible so lir. D. snatched the 
paper from his hands, then the two of them went wild. Mre D. 
was also included in the invitation to come to San Francisco on 
the same terms he had offered his nephew. For the boys, that was 
easy. They set out in a week with the good old book business 
that had put them through college, with about a hundred dollars 
extra in their pockets. Two months later, they landed in San 
francisco ready to settle down to what proved to be their life 
work. 

Wir. D. planned to send for his mother, but she married in 


the fall, and two years later died of pneumonia. It is Mr. D's” 
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one regret that he did not see his mother alive again and every 
time he goes east, he stops off at the little gv¥aveyard in Indi- 
ana and stays awhile with her and places flowers on her grave. 
Mr. D. married when he was thirty-five. He has two grown - 
sons, one stationed in thina in the Intelligence Department and 
the other the head of a coffee company in Rio de Janeiro. Mr. D. 
is now seventy-nine years of age, a silent partner in his busi- 
ness, with two sons lost in the cogs of business, and a wife lost 
some ten years ago. Mr. De is well preserved and successful, but 
gazes wistfully in space, wishing he might again see the peaceful 


countryside in Irelanl. 
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My informant is a man forty years old. He is married and 
has one boy. He was born in Dublin, Ireland, and grew up in that 
city, where he stayed until he was twenty-two years old, when he 
emigrated to Canada, eventually settling down in Vancouver 38.C. 
His parents were public house keepers, or as they are known here, 
saloon keepers, and as a result, the boy received a fair amount 
of schooling and eventually was apprenticed to the carpenter trade. 

In Canada he was very active at his trade and managed to save 
up a couple of thousand dollars. Wishing to climb farther up the 
social scale and to get into a profession, he commenced to study 
to be an architect. After some three years of study, the combined 
labor of day work and night study undermined his health, and he 
was diagnosed as having a case of incipient tuberculosis. 

He sold his property in Canada and, with wife and baby son, 
came to San Francisco. Here, for some time, he was in straight- 
ened circumstances, inasmuch as health would not permit him to 
work very actively as a carpenter, and so, he decided to go into. 
selling, and as a first step, applied for a job as agent with the 
Metropolitan Life Insurance Company. Strange as it may seem, they 
passed him physically, and he became an agent for that company. 

He was a very successful agent, and after a year was promoted to 
be assistant manager for the company inwhich position he has re- 


mained for the last five years. 
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This man was shoveling dirt into one of the trucks owned by 
the Board of Public Works, city of San Francisco. We stood along- 
Side of the truck and waited until it was loaded. ‘the following 
is the man's story: 

"Five years ago I owned a grocery store, my home, and a nice 
Car. Today, I am shoveling dirt for the city and glad to get the 
job. I gambled my life's savings in the stock market and lost 
everything when the crash came in 1929. 

"I was born near Belfast, Ireland, and have been in the Uni- 
ted States over twenty years. I have raised two sons and one 
daughter. One son was killed in France, the other boy is with 
the Jesuits. 

"My daughter married a hard working young fellow and they are 
having considerable trouble feeding their brood and bringing more 
Children into the world. 

"Yes. That is what the country needs most, hospital and medi- 
Cal care for the young families as they are getting their start in 
life. The doctors at the clinics do not take enough interest in 
patients who are unable to pay. 

"You see, I am a Catholic, and the Church does not believe in 
birth control, but I feel that the government should help the heads 
of large families. 

"Well, I am getting along in years. There does no seem to 


me much chance of my ever getting back into business.” 
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¥4 Tou can see, youngman, thet Ti aim, no ) Longer able to do 
prague tive work, In fact it takes ait the Little remaining 
energy left in these old bones to put on a robe an old worn 
Rea robe, if you will notice,--in the morning and go out on ‘the 


aa to sit in the sun a while, and perheps Bee someone 
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there from “the other side" igo) I do: at see everyday. | And i 
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even, this, T Cenne | do when it -is aanay and cold, as it use 


Wally is,-in this eet alin a great many folks "from outside" 


know as The Laguna Honda Home } ae | 
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aay * . I used to be a builder on Geary Street, T have put up 


some very fine epartment houses, T.am of pure English tock, 
having come to this country as a boy. “hen certain people 
who owed me money refused to pay (an old American custom), 
and could not pay, and I myself could not find contracts, I 


was of course dumped into this fog ridden monument of politi- 
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ae are aebted We me, t have placed the oglikebion of these 
bills for over three years now directly in the hands of Mr. 
‘Woolenburg, from whom T have heard nothing, 

Bi ao spoken e this matter to various nurses, and I 
find that if they gare to interestthemselves in these things, 
they are let go. And I have found that Mr. Wollenburg, has 
wis own "pank" here; where the moneys of the ®inmates" of 
thie "Home" are kept. I have found that many old people, 
having came here after being robbed, cheaken ova all but 
murdered, have given to the powers that be bap ee uaae story 
in full, end the power to edllect certain debts for them, and 
pe aie to put this (if collected-and when) money into "The 
bank", I have given them this power; with the exception that 
I as not wish to die in such a place, wherein the director of 
which is worth over a million dollars since he attained his 
political position, and therefore have ordered the money placed 
in a bonefied and legal bank,--if and when collected, or ad- 
mitted by the collectors to have been collected, 

Of course, my teeth are all gone but two or three, and 
they are very loose and pain me at times, There is never any 


itch» work done for us in this infirm, they feed us such food 
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"Shirtsleeves to Lae Ee eS S three generations.” 
Is the old aphorism true in California,as elsewhere? Does 
Not the new hon tht ae its glamour,more hardy living,greater opportuniti-~ 
es,better men, better women, etter climate and God given sunshine,dis- 
courage the spendthrift,ne 'er-dorwéll eparit ef. rich men's sons and 
daughters from winding up their careers in dissolution? Is it necess- 
ary here for grandsons and granddaughters to turn back to work for a 
living? Alas,it seems in California as elsewhere,the third generation 
goes back to the porridge pot! Listen to the story of old Michael 
O'Leary. 

His name will tell you that michae? came from tre "ould 
sod. Begorrah, an he did that! With Maggie,his wife, and his six chil- 
der,he did that,in 185° ! He was a young, manly Irishman. He had a lit- 
tle money,derived from selling off his patrimony in Ireland. He had am- 
bition-- a mighty Irish ambition . He had a strong healthy lifemate in 
Maggie,also ambitious, and jealous of her children and zealous in their 
welfare. And every one o* the six was a lusty,red-thatched scrappy scion 
of old Erin--nothing wrong with the family of Michael O'Leary! 

So when the O'Learys hit San Francisco on that day in 1850, 
the city by the Golden Gate was not aware of it,but something hit San 
francisco: And as it was later to learn, hit it with a thud! 

Mike O'Leary was a brick-layer and stonemason.He knew his 
stuff .He settled his family in a little house immediately and found 
himself a job. He wags a jolly,witty,likeabie Irishman and a good mixer . 
He was a politician of sorts by nature,clannish,loyal to his friends and 
dangerous to his enemies. Outspoken,he became an organizer .He had a 
canny mind,dealt fairly with his workers ,so had a following. He was 
above all a good mechanic. So naturally he was successful and built up 


a good business in San Francisco. He outgrew his field so he expanded it 
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and daughter and William had three boys. 
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“of ‘the older structures in thig city today bear witness to hi 


8 handi- 


craft and building integrity 


His four sons and two daughters grew up in the O'Leary 


household and the sons grew up in the O'Leary business. John » William 


9 


Francis and Timothy,like their father » Were competent men. They had 


been well reared, well educated in San Francisco schools and had acqui- 


red the polish and culture of the second eeneration,in addition to their 


inherited arfability , clannishness and political acumen. 


This could well» run into a long story. Suffice it ig to say 


that wnen Michael O'Leary died,he left an estate of nearly a million dot 


lars. He had labored industriously and invested carefully for hig family 


He had held high places in state and city politics and had been a@ power, 


uncer cover,in the affairs of other men.He had live? a good 1ife,had 


been beloved by all and after death he was eulogized all over the state. 


Streets and roads were named after him and his life was pointed to by- +t 


teachers and mothers to their youngsters as Something to pattern after. 


With his death hig fortune was divided among his sons and 
daughters. The two €irls were married ,one to a bank official,the other 


to a partner in a large book concern. As far as known they are still 


alive today ana mothers of families. 


There was activity in the building industry.The four sons 


who now were responsible for it were busy , but two of them were in pol- 
itics and for the greater part 


» John and William were left to run ‘the 


business while Francis and Tim spent much of their time in campaigning, 


holding caucuses, committee meetings and ralli 


es and the other thines 
which politicians fina to keep them busy. Eventually Joh, and William 


© enterprise. 
the meanwhile all four were married 


- Francis became 
the father of three girlg: 


Tin was father of two sons. John had 4 son 


All of these children were edu- 
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cated in California schools an@ haa University training. All nad fine 


homes + The name O'Leary stood for something in society as well as in 
business,so all had social advantages. Each of these families was con- 
sidered wealthy and was numbered among the mythical 'four hundred’ of 
San Francisco's elite. 

Yet when Francis died,there was little left for his widow 
and daughters . One Girl had married - She is now the mother of a fam- 
lly in moderate circumstances. William took his own life in 1931 after 
being caught in the stock market crash and ruined. There was nothing but 
debts for his family,but his sons are still carrying on in mediocre pos- 
itions trying to make ends meet for their little families. 

John was now left with the contracting business ana Tim was 
carrying on at Sacramento’ Both had suffered severe losses ,Tim through 
political misfortunes and the declining market and John necause of the 
building Blump and general depression, 

Building is now nicking up and John,in his old age,with 
his son,have nopes ot a come-pback. John's oldest Guughter is a San Fran- 
cisco school teacher. His younger daughter is married. Tim,his Sacramen- 
to job having been abolished, is for the present in Washington where he 
is striving for political preference against thousands of Similar poli- 
tical figures from every state in the union. Tim's two sons are active 
laborites,and their persuasion is not of the conservative type! 

I met @ beautiful woman the other day in a cloak and suit 
store. She was a larhe, handsome , buxom woman , such ag it takes to sell 
suits and cloaks. She confided to me that her feet were killing her.She 
Said the cloak and suit business was'the bunk’. sSne Said all business 
now is ‘the bunk’. She told me that her Sister also is selling cloaks 


and suits in Oakland- or trying to . Then she tola me this story. 
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n't think of putting on:" she said.” Cheap and cheaper,that's the cry 


today. Look at this stuff with which we outfit San Francisco women of 


on wet wae 


i today! What would my mother think if she could see me here? But,mne, 
i I'm lucky to have a job! Lots of girls I know come in here every day 


asking me to help them. I do because they are out of work alltogether, 


' put all I've got is what I earn. And that s little enough these days! 
The cloak and suit lady was Margaret O'Leary ,daughter of 
Francis O'Leary and grand“daughter of grand old Michael O'Leary, San 
Francisco pioneer,who died worth nearly a million dollars! 
i 


There's your story. "Shirtsleeves to shirtsleeves-_ in three 


generations." It holds true in California and everywhere else. Such is 


human life ! 
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March 22, 1957 


AMERICAN IRISH 


Whe B. family are American shanty Irish. 
& 


Mr. B. came from Ireland and married a young working woman of Irish 
parentage. By this marriage they had a number of children, four of 
them now living. 


Mr. B. worked at odd. jobs, but it did not make any difference whether 
he worked or not, because little or nothing ever reached home. They 
lived in shanties along various railroad tracks all over the country. 


Mrs. B. made the best of this life, never hesitating to get a job 
as a washing or clean up woman, which brough in enough to cover the 
Irish stew and a few bare necessities. 


Whenever "Ma" came home loaded with "eats" Pa managed to stay home 
that night. Poor Pa he could never find just the right thing to do, 
and when he did find it, he was too stek to do it. 


livery once in a while some “rich folks" would attempt to do 
something about the B. family. They would help them over the "bumps" 
The moment the helping hand was removed the B. family would quickly 
slide back to where they were before they received assistance. 


Mrs. B, could get work, but there was a limit to her strength. 
Those who would employ Mrs. B. would having nothing of her husband. 
He made no attempt to clean up the shanty, start supper, do the wash, 
or any other household labor that might help his tired wife when she 
came home exhausted. 


‘When the oldest boy reached the age when he could do a little 
work, hevspent his money on liquor. He ran around with the "wild crowd" 


+ * a 1 7? 2 C7 . 
qr the town, Some of these"wild ones” where the sons of very industrious 
people who managed somehow to get to their own beds, while young B. 
would flop into a doorway or lot in a state of absolute lelplessness. 


After a few fights about whose duty it was to bring home the 
bacon, Young B. left home and roamed around the country. Several years 
later he came home with a pretty wife and a beautiful and intelligent 
baby girl, all of course - broke.,- 5 


The young couple settled down to share the supper table with the 
old folks and the younger brothers and sisters. By this time Mrs. B. 

and grown much older, weaker and had a large lump the size of a melon 

growning from her neck. 


Old Mrs. B. was now janitress in a country school which paid her 
a small salary. Old Mr. B. continually complained that he felt "weak" 
this let him out of the janitor work. the remarkable thing in this 
family was the way old Mrs. B. swallowed, hook, line and sinker the 
excuses her husband gave her during their whole married life. If she 
uttered a word of condemnation there was no one around to hear it. 


in addition to the janitor job the B. family operated a mountain. 
_ auto camp . This gave them one three room cottage free, and one cabin 
_ for the young couple, including their water. 
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AMERICAN TRISH Page two. 

The young married woman kept her cabin 


curtains and coverings made of bits of brig 
to her. 


cozy and homelike, making 
ht cloth which wag given 


There were now two babies in the young 
being a little more then two years old. 
this bright little tot was a breadwinner, 
very friendly and pretty and attracted atten 
conversation and charming manner, 


couples cabin. The oldest 

Instead of being a handicap 
She was intelligent, 

tion by her bright 


Neighbors who didn't give a toot whethe 
not, could not stand by and do nothing after taking one look at hig 
lovely grandchild. With the hesult that they had more opportunities 
to work and people gave them preserves and farm produce saying 


"this is for the babies" While\the old man was weak he wasn't too 
weak to stick his face in the baby food. 


r old man B., starved or 


Old Mrs. B. loved thig unusual little girl and tried to be 
friendly with the young mother who grew bitter as the days passed. 
This young woman did not have the slightest idea what she was walking 
into when she agreed to "go home and live with the folks.” 


they were called the "shiftless B family” and many people offered 
the little girl a home. These offers hurt the mother's pride whi 
Gaused her to make cutting remarks to the young husband who was 
trying to pull himself together and be something better then hig 
father. He would say, "Honey, I know this isn't what you were used 
to, but it won't last long, something will turn Pe 


The arrangement at the auto Camp was not satisfactory to the 
‘penny squeezing German who owned the place, and the B, fami 
move. 


A Seventh Day Adventist who had often given them some of the 
finest preserves ever made, decided that it was her Christian duty 

to see that the B. family got a chance. She argued with her husband, 
who was a foreman on a Millionaire's estate, that this family should 
move into the large comfortable warehouse and be allowed to pick the 
large prune crop. 


Against his better judgment, and after his wife had promised 
him that she wovld make it her duty to see that +] 


b they did not run 
around too much, especially when the boss was around, or there were 


guests at the villa. They were not to play on the private tenis court | 
pick the flowers, or help themselves to the boss's private vegetable 

garden etc. They could however, if they were quiet, swim in the 

large reservoir which was close to the warehouse on the hill. Al 


this was explained and it was Supposed to be understood and agreed 
upon. 


This good woman's Christian dut 
the owners complained to the husband ab 
in turn complained to her, and 
individually, and collectively. 
the last ink 


y alnost drove her crazy, as 
out Something or other,and he 
she in turn complained to the B, family, 


Making a vow each time, that it was 
€ she would meddtécin the affairs of the estate. 
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» hae AMERICAN IRISH 


_ The young mother helped pick prunes, 
who are not used to such work, Her young husband always took the 
loaded buckets “from her and carried them up the steep hill in an 

effort to help her in her distasteful task. . 


Page three 


a wearisome job for those 


She complained that this was all she had out of life, 


in a big barn with a pack of in-laws crawling all over the 
See ent, and a hot back breaking p 


grew hotter her complaints becam 
gomplaints of the day Before, 


Living 
place by 
rune picking job by day. As the days 

© a weary repetition of the same 


This annoyed the Christian woman who had given them the job when 
they needed it. If she had been so unfortunate as to marryein ‘such 
} a family it was up to her to make the best, of it 


b,and not take it 
out on her poor helpless loving and bewildered young husband, etc. 
several passages from the bible quoted here which have Slipped this 
| |. Writer's memory.) 


This family purchased things that were more ornamental then 

a" useful. Instead of purchasing a folding bed which they could lug 

a around for the rest of their lives, they bought a large gold bed that 
_ took up all the room and required a couple of wrestlers to move it. 


| Instead of purchasing sport clothing 
| neighbors wore, they bought cheap flimpsy 
a , displayed on the board walk of a seashore 
a, boardwalk they could have walked well 
OB - of their gaudy finery. 


such as the wealthier 
Silk dresses which they 
town. On this particular 
nigh naked and saved the price 


by One thing they did know and used was soap in place of cheap 
. i cosmetics. 


After the harvest they moved to a shack near town. There were 
some deserted and vemporarily neglected farms in the vineinity that 
they could have used, but this would have required work and plenty 
of it, in addition to being able to get groceries and equipment to 
carry them through till the crops came in. The Italians somehow 
are able to grasp the idea and make this "abandoned" business pay. 
(this writer believes that the reason so many people will live in 
a Shanty near a town is the fact that people will give them a few 
things, whereas if they are back in the mountains a great deal of 
forthought must be used before the food can be taken out of the 
ground or the trees.¢ This writer ig Keeping in touch with an 
Indian family who are experimenting on a rented farm.) 


After the B, family had again settled for the winter which 
- is always a lean time in resort towmms and farming districts, the 
‘ wife left, evidently to g0 to her own people and eat humble bread 
there. The young husband left Shortly afterward to see if 


they . 
_couldn’t get together and get along somewhere Somephace, 
} ; 
Van The old folks fell into such a state that they were reported 
_ to some charitable agency for care. 


people are now work on "Government work" 
come in more regularly now that someone tells them 

, and how to work, and they don't have to compeat with 

1 "them smart wops." ne | 
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IRISH 

He was born in Cork (Queenstown), Ireland in 1884, the 
son of Irish parents, the fifth child in a family of three 
boys and two girls. His father was employed on the docks of 
an English steamship company and earned enough to provide a 
fair living for his family. He had received a public school 
education, but as was customary he left school at the age of 
fourteen and went to work, at a very low wage, in a printing 
shop. He did everything from the cleaning of the plant and 
washing windows to running errands, and helped to find « 
presses. He continued to live at home with his parents and 
work for this same firm, until he reached the age of twenty- 
two years. 

In 1906, his father received a letter from a brother who 
had gone to the United States years before, and was then living 
in San Francisco. This was shortly after the earthquake and 
fire, and the uncle wrote that he would send money for trans- 
portation if any of the children cared to come to the United 
States. None of his brothers or sisters cared to leave 
Ireland, but as he had spent eight years at printing and 
was still earning very little money, ¢ jumped at the 
opportunity to go to America. Sailing from Queenstown he 
landed at New York and immediately left for San Francisco. 

Upon arrival he found thet his uncle was working as a 
blacksmith, in a shop that shod ail the horses of the city 


fire department. He received a job as helper to his uncle, 
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working at this trade for two years until, 1909. He became a 


member of the fire department, driver of a fire truck, or hook 


‘and ladder as it was called. In 1914, just before the out- 


break of the war, he brought his father and mother to San 
Francisco, two brothers and a sister arriving shortly after. 
Eventually one of his brothers joined the fire department, 
the other the police department and the sister entered the 
public schools as a teacher. 

He was married in 1911, to a native daughter of Irish- 
Scotch parentage, his first child a daughter was born a year 
later. A second child, a son was born in 1915, and in 1917, 
a second son joined the family. Work in the fire department 
continued without diversion until the present time. He has 
been able to save enough to buy his own home and make other 
worthwhile investments. His children have received or are 
receiving excellent educations, and his daughter is now a 
teacher in the public schools of San Francisco. 

He returned to Ireland for a visit two years ago but 
was greatly disappointed with conditions there and remained 
but a short time. He could not see any of the spirit or 
tradition that coincided with his idea, of what life had 


been in Ireland during his days in that country. 
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F Peter. Be Brady, 60 years of at was born in 1876 in 
henniaugh, County Gavan, Ireland of peasant-farmer stock, 
although the family seems to have lifted themselved above the | 
average of that class, The father, Bernard srady, had managed 
early in life, to free himself from the stigma of tenant farnm- 
er and has purchased 40 acres of ground free end clear which 
consisted of a combination of farming soll, peat bog and a 
olay deposit which permitted him to enter the brick-making 
business while he tilled the farm somewhat as a sideline. 

His mother, Mary Heady, was the daughter of a local “horse 
eoper” or trader, and brought a substantial dowery to her hus- 
band at the time of marriace, 

‘The Brady home was a stone-walled house of three rooms 
anda half-loft with huge beams overhead from whieh generally 
hung products of the garden ae well as aks, bacon and herbs 
from the fields. A huge fireplace occupied nearly all of one 
side of the main living rou, with settles at each side and 
‘with cranes and pots swinging from swivels and hooks and in 
whieh all the éooking for the family was aone, The fuel was 
generally of peat, “Was in their own bog and dried and stacked 
oat the reat of the cottage. 
| ‘The perents ceoupted the main bedroom, sleeping ina huge 


gehge bed, unite ‘the > ebsadzen, of wna olt there were eight, 
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Home conveniences were, uceording to american standerés, 7 
| | extremely SeaLty’ the crockery dishes being few and the table | 
Rr ware of the simplest but substantial type. Meat was generally 
| roasted on a spit which the younger children took turns in 
cranking in the big fireplace, end these roasts were of such 
size that it was customary only partially to roest the ohunk, 
carving off the cooked portions from meal to meal over a period 
of several days, the children turning the spit each day until 
the roast was exhausted. | 

| The home was enclosed within a hedge and bramble fence en- 
eireling an acre of ground, within which chickens, ducks and 
hoe domestic fowls, as well as pigs, roamed at will. Care of these 
| devolved strietly upon the mother and the girls. 

Other livestock consisted of draft and riding horses and 
a few miloh sows, tended in the fields by the youncer boys, 
who Grove them to fresh pasturage constantly. aiiiking was 
done by the womer. folk in the pastures, wherever the cows she 


be found, ena in wooden buckets without balls, these buckets 
- being hooked into the slings from neck yokes and carrie 4a to 
the cellars where the mil wae set for cream in large flat pans 

and prepared for churning and Gheebe making. 

3 There were four boys and four ¢cirls in the fenily, the 

subject, Peter, being the youngest, ‘he father was chiefly 
| concerned with brick making, being aided by the boys as they 
_ Feached en age when they could labor, 


The product was a type 
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of brick ‘much prized ineXveland, being similar to the american l 
vitrified variety, especially hard but several times as/leree 
as the stenderd Amerioan type. These were paddled). termed and 
be . fired in a home made kiln built on the property. The product 


. 
-_ 


was laboriously hauled to contractor's yards or shipping | 

points for Dublin and Cork, To transport this product it was : | 

necessary for the elder Brady to maintain several heavy teams 

of draft horses and stout wagons, such shipments. being wade 

in convoy in which the father and the elder boys participated. | 

the product yielded the only cash income of the family, the 

farm products being practically all consumed in the home with 

the exception of some gheese, butter and eges sold locally, 

and which provided the women folk with household needs and 
what few luxuries they enjoyed, Considerable crude preserving 

of meats, poultry and veretables was practiced while in season. 

Berries and field products were garnered and also preserved. 
‘Butter and cheese were produced in abundance and meat stock or 


broth was religiously preserved for the basis of winter stews 


seine Jl ope 


; ana other cooking. | ae 
i) | eh. 
Gi No songs were @unge other than those learned in the. aval / 
: Catholic chureh and those religious hymns taught the children 


by their mother. No so-call popular songs or music hell ballads | 


were ever heard by the family other than at the annual country 


fair where they were chanted by strolling minstris but from 
the presence of which the children were sternly ordered away. — 
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Gn the other hand, the lone winter evenings in particular 
were whiled eway by stories recited by both the fatter and 


mother, and consisting principally of tales of ancient Irelani, 


the glories of the 40 ancient kines of Erin, fentaeles of the 
"little folk” and the age-old sagas with whieh the averae 
“old-sod" Irishman ie familiar from ehildhood, Brian boru 
end his mighty deeds; the goodness of the fairy folk of all 
Ireland end how they gueraea the lives of the good people; 

the tale of wt. Patrick and hie clearance of Erin of snakes; 
the all-seeing eye of the servants of the Church, and particu- 
lerly such geneclogical gems es the royal deseent of the bredys 
direct from the encient kinge and consequently the royal blood 
that was in them, A dish of milk end seones was set without 
the door at nivht for the benefit of the fairy folk and was 
habitually gone in the morning to the delicht of the ehildren, 


_ Who firmly believed that these grateful “little folk” had 


accepted the cift and would therefore remain friendly. So 
firmly were these teles impressed upon the ehildren thet the 


subject interviewed, a man of 60 years, and more than 40 years | 


in Amerlea, recited during the interview, in all sincerity, 

how at one time he and © brother were stopped on the highway 
at midnicht by ae band of these faeries, dressed in ancient 
costunes, ami blessed for the family's good deeds, He declar- 
ef they were but a foot in height, armed with tiny swords, and 


 eapgeang pouches upon their backs in which they had stored the 


iw 
sol os¥e of ie countrysiae. Thie mysticism seems to be 
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prevalent among the Irish individuals interviewed. 

the children's play was that of the normal child, consist- 
ing of unsupe rvised games cotmon to that part of Treland, and 
mostly of a boisterous, romping type. These, games were divided 
between the few leisure hours at home and the brief periods of | 
recreation perditted ‘at sehoo) recesses, 

The family's economic status was that of the small land-— 
holder, the freeman who was not required to pay rent for his 
acreage to wealthy large landholder of both Irish end inglish 
descent but considerably better than the peasants and ohare 
a, eroppers.* Extreme thrift was habitually practiced, the 
pane father's income being frugally banked, while the products of 
Bis dairy and chicken yard were hid away against need in stocking, 
Brida! bed and hearth by the thrifty mother. 
7 “There was Little or no familly group weovecsion, although | | 
the father and mother were jolly and kind toward the children . 
and watehful of their wants and happiness. No pre-school 
training was attempted ether than the possible development of i 
imaginative powers in the children's minds by oft-repeated | 
teles” of folk-lore and tradition, 


| The subject, as a child, wae given eix years of formed 

grade school education, all that the community school provided 
and the. ‘dverage amount enjoues in the rural districts of ane. 
a lend. Seyond this, it wes ezsential that the student go to i 
| Dublin for w@ditional training and this wes followed in a 
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majority of cases only when the youth planned to enter 


priesthood. The subject entered school at the ace of six, | 
6 government publie school at which both boys and girls ig 


were entered, The school was 4 two-story stone structure 


in the nearby village and attended by about 275 students. 
The boys and girls attended separate classes and even the’ | 
playgrounds were divided so that there was absolutely no | 
mixing between the sexes. ‘the courses taught were elenentary 
ones, such as reading, writing , mathematica, history and some | 
Latin, In the course of their history classes they were. 
taught of those local heroes who may have taken a leading 
part in local agitation, prineipally against the enorosehing 
English, and those who had been unusually generous and so 
became beloved during the several periods of Frish famine, 
such as the famous “potato famines.” Subject does not re- 


@all the names of any of these. . | 4 


Little singing was practiced and that only of a nature 
having to do with government propaganda, am in addition, ip 
religious songs and chants, Heswas taught to revere and. i 
@lorify the ancient history of his country, both factual 


<n = 


end legendary, The subject attended school for six yours, 
reaching the highest gerade of the rural education, then re- 
sieneas en hone where he labored for his father. The only out- i 
heme reading consisted! of Catholic publications of a 
_pelistous nature. | | 
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There were no actual community festivals celebrated, 
pea though this county being a noted one for the breeding of 
‘fine horses, was the scene annually of the Cavan County 
Horse Fair, This was the high point of the year for the 
ehildren as well as the aduits, all work being cancelled 
except the essential ones of stock feeding and milking, and 
the entire family attended daily for a week's period, A 
typical country fair was enjoyed, the finest of horses and 
livestock being exhibited for vrizes and sale. farm products 
Santoved and racing enjoyed datly, both flat and steeple- 
chasing. Punch and Judy unbwei: cobbeacaniurke and wrestling 
eonupsed the other entertainment features, While the fathers 
sold and traded horses and stock, the children, shepherded 
by watchful mothers, romped with neighbor children, bought 
Sweets and stared at the "foreign" entertoiners. Square : 
dancing was a great feature of the general ‘jollification, huge 
spring platforms being built and musicians from the entire 
countryside fiddline by might and main. From the father's 
standpoint, the fair was of ef serious neture, practically all 
surplus livestock being disposed of to buyers from Dublin and 
even England , while particularly well trained running and jump- 
ing horses were entered in the races for considerable purses. 
St. Patrick's Day; March 17th, was @ day of leisure and 
home entertainment, as was Christmas and New Years. These 


holidays were purely a neighborhood affair, the menfolk gener- 


ally visiting from house to house, enjoying extraordinary 
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repasts ee aaaitid by liberal potations zeit the "little: 
} brown jug.” 

Marriages and births were observed in the community by 
the making of gifts, visits from the priests and occasionally 
by a charivari by the younger neighbors. Deaths were observ- 
ude as a rule, by "wake 8" at which the neichbors came to sit 

for hours and recite the virtues of the deceased, as well as 
to drink to his spirit in whiskey while they smoked their tce 
dee clay pipes. 

The older members of the community clung tenaciously to 
the costumes of “heir ancestors, among the women this in- 
cluded a white fluted tule sap, a three-cornered hand-woven 
colored anniv an apron of intricate design and voluminous 
skirts and patiihivcate: stockings of white or gray home-woven 
wool and heavy brogans or sabots. The waists were of tightly 

i. | laced basque tyne, etttenea or embroidered in colors, Night- 

pis caps were generally anne of careful dee gh’ and tied under | | 

Y! hg the chin, ‘he nishtgown was made of heavy raat! trimmed 

; with Hamburg tke’ plenty of tucks in the yoke and trailing 

“2 on the floor. : : | | | | 
he | fhe older men wore woolen shirts beneath smocks belted at 


sis tthe waist, knee breeches tied with ribbons above the knee, 


long woolen stockings and extremely heavy brogans. ‘this was 


all topped with a round cloth or leather hat with conical | i 


crown end sometimes adorned with cock feathers. 
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There was no adult entertainuent of any kind in the town, 
all intercourse with the neighbors being in their homes. 
There were no libraries or cultural centers and all activity 
centered strictly in the indicidual home. 

At the age of 16 the subject had seen’ a number of his 
older brothers and sisters marry and create homes of their 
own, The girls were furnished with doweries while the boys 
were given slices of the home farm so that there was not a 
great deal left, either of finances or land. It was a dis-. 
couraging outlook for the “baby of the family," so that when 
offered a cash sum if he desired to antgrate; the subject 
snatched the opportunity to try his fortune in the fabulous 
land of america. 

The subject arrived in New York City by steerage at the 
age of 16. His only training was a poor agricultural one ~- 
the training and sale of horses and livestock and a rough 
tutoring in tending bar in the village "pub." He had no 
definite plans for a eureuy: Watichelt ved) as did other home 
town Lhd, that america was a land of gold and that fortune 
could be picked up on the streets. 

His first impressions of this country was bitterly dis- 
speadntings as he was bewildered, lonesome and confused, Find- 
ing shortly a boarding place with an Irish family who had 
earlier come to this country from his home sotinty: he sought 


employment and finally was given work in a saloon in an Irish 
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section of the big city. After several years of this wrk 
he had accumulated sufficient funds to permit him to travel. 
He decided to see more of the great United States, traveling 
| westward through Ohio, Indiana and Tiitnate, working as a 
ef | farmhand, trading beni buying crops and selling to commis- 
| sion tewtan weia and at Limphy working in the railroad shops of 
| | the middle-west, | 
i clic Eventually he resumed work as a bartender in ghibhea, St. 
Paul, Winnipeg, Canada and western Canadian cities. He later 
drifted to Butte, Montana and worked in the saloons of that 
state where he eventually became a proprietor and amassed a 
4 . competence. 
While in Montana he married a German-American widow with 
whom he is still living. They have no children of this unior 
but his wife had two daughters and a son by a previous eared: 
ia their father having been a Canadian. They were very small 
ry children at the time of their mother's marriage to Brady and 
{ grew up with a speaking knowledge of German, a scattered bit 
1 of Gaelic, a comprehensive understanding of both Irish and 
oe | German folklore and a reasonable education in American schools. 
1 | ; The family reads nothing but American publications, be- 
ly longs to no native clubs or sootetios and are splendid examples 
of products of the American “melting pot." 
“Their economic position is vastly improved over that in 


the native country. Only American holidays are observed, 


other than perhaps the wearing of a shamrock on March 17, 
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The children know nothing of the countries from which their 
parents spreng, other than by word of mouth and what they 
have been taucht in onbbi din schools. The subject became 
an American citizen within a few years of reaching this 
country, and regulerly votes the Democratic ticket-- straight. 
He declares that he has vastly improved his financial status; 
has been broadened by the advantages in this country beyond 
anything possible in his home aie but admits a constant 
nostalgia for old Erin, which he hopes some day to alleviate 
by a visit there in company of his family. He further con- 
fesses that while he has constantly missed the honely things 
of his haneland,. he probably would not be content to remain 
there permanently even though he might live there now in com- 
parative affluence. | by aaa H 
He is a member of the Modern Woodmen of the World, a member ) 
of the Long Beach Vatholie Ghuteh’ reads the local papers and 
- the Irish Freemen: belones to his local union and declares 


himself not an Irishman, but an American, | 
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Peter. B, rad y: 60 years of age, was born in 1876 in 
Benniaugh, County Cavan’, Ireland of peasant-farmer stock, 
although the family seems to have lifted themselved above the 
average of that class. The father, Bernard beady! had managed 
early in rire, to free himself from the Stigma of tenant farm- 
er and has purchased 40 acres of ground free and clear which 
consisted of a combination of farming diy’, peat bog and a 
clay deposit which permitted him to enter the brick-making 
business while he tilled the farm somewhat as a sideline. 

His mother, Mary erkaly: was the daughter of a local “horse 
coper™ or trader, end brought a substantial dowery to her hus- | 
band at the time of marriage.. 

The Brady home was a stone-walled house of three rooms 
anda half-loft with huge beams overhead from which generally 
hung products of the garden as well as tidal bacon and herbs | 
from the fields. A huge fireplace occupied nearly all of one | 
_ side of the atin ExVite Potee with settles at each side and | 
with cranes and pots swinging from swivels and hooks and in 
which all the cooking for the family was done. The fuel was if 
generally of peat, dug in their own bog and dried and stacked a 
at the reat of the cottage. | 

The parents cccupied the main bedrvbn. sleeping in a huge 


4-poster bed, while the children, of which there were eight, 


slept in trundle beds, barrel-cradles and pallets on the floor. 
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Home conveniences were, according to American standards, 
extremely meager, the crockery dishes being few and the table 
ware of the simplest but substantial type. Meat was generally 


roasted on a spit which the younger children took turns in 


eranking in the big fireplace, and these roasts were of such 


size that 1t was customary only partially to roast the chunk, 
carving off the cooked portions from meal to meal over a period 
of several hays, the ehildren turning the spit each day until 
the roast was exhausted. 

fhe home was enclosed withih a hedge and bramble fence en- 
circling an acre of eeound” within which éeséxéns| ducks and 
domestic fowls. as well as ate roamed at will. Care of these 
devolved strictly upon the mother and the girls. 

Other livestock sonatweek of draft and riding horses and 
a few milch dows. tended in the fields by the younger ik! 
who drove them to fresh pasturage constantly. Milking was 
done by the women folk in the b adtuieds wherever the cows might 
be pound. and in wooden buckets without bails, these buckets 
being hooked into the slings from neck yokes and verriea to 
the cellars where the mil was set for cream in Large flat pans 
and prepared for churning and cheese making. | | 

There were four boys and four girls in the family, the 
subject, Peter, being the youngest. ‘The father was chiefly 
concerned with brick SEN ee being aided by the boys as they a 
reached an age when they could labor. The product was a type : 
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of brick much prized in Ireland, being Similar to the american | 
vitrified variety, especially hard but several times as large 


8s the standard American type. These were puddled, formed and 


fired in a home made kiln built on the property. The product 


was laboriously heuled to contractor's yards or shipping 


- points for Dublin and Cork. To transport this product it was 


necessary for the elder Brady to maintain several heavy teams 
of draft horses and stout wagons: such shipments being made 

in convoy in which the father and the elder boys participated. 
The produat yielded the only cash income of the pansiy’ the 
farm products being practically all consumed in the home with 
the exception of some aKawne butter and eges sold 160al1y, 
and which provided the women folk with household needs and 
what few luxuries they enjoyed. Considerable erude preserving 
of ren poultry and vegetables was practiced while in season. 
Berries and field products were garnered and also preserved. 
Butter and cheese were produced in abundance and meat stock or 
broth was religiously preserved for the basis of winter stews 
and other cooking. : 

No songs were sung other than those learned in the hearby 
Catholic church and those religious hymns taught the children 
by their mother. No so-call popular songs or music hall ballads 
were ever heard by the family other than at the annual country 
fair where they were chanted by strolling minstris but from 


the presence of which the children were sternly ordered away. 
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On the other hand , the long winter evenings in particular 
were whiled away by stories recited by both the fatter and 
mother, and consisting principally of tales of ancient Ireland, 
the glories of the 40 ancient kings of Erin, fantasies of the 
"little folk" and the age-old sagas with which the average 
Mold-sod" Irishman is familiar from childhood. Brian Boru 
end his mighty;deeds; the goodness of the fairy folk of all 
Ireland and how they guarded the lives of the good people; 
the tale of St. Patrick and his clearance of Erin of snakes} 
the all-seeing eye of the servants of the Chukeh . and particu- 
larly such geneological gems as the royal descent of the Bradys 
direct from the ancient kings and consequently the royal blood 
that was in them, A dish of milk and scones was set without 
the door at night for the benefit of the fairy folk and was 
habitually gone in the morning to the delight of the ehteres, 
who firmly believed that these grateful “little folk" had 
accepted the eift and would therefore remain friendly. So 
firmly were these tales impressed upon the children that the 
subject interviewed, a man of 60 years, and more than 40 years 


in Kaid(We: recited during the interview, in all sincerity, 


how at one time he and a brother were stopped on the highway 


at. midnight by a band of these ities: dressed in ancient 
costumes, and blessed for the family’s good deeds, He declar- 
ed they were but a foot in height, armed with tiny swords, and 


carrying pouches upon their backs in which they had stored the 


food gifts of the countryside. This mysticism seems to be 
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prevalent among the Irish individuals interviewed. 

The children's play was that of the normal child, consist- 
ing of unsupervised games conmon to that part of Ireland, and 
mostly of a oleterous, romping type. These games were divided 
between the few leisure hours at home and the brief periods of 
recreation permitted at school recesses. 

The family’s economic status was that of the small land- 
holder, the freeman who was not required to pay rent for his 
acreage to wealthy large landholder of both Irish and English 
descent but considerably better than the peasants and "share- 
croppers." Extreme thrift was habitually practiced, the 
father s income being frugally banked, while the products of 


as . dairy and chicken yard were hid away against need in stocking, 
bed and hearth by the thrifty mother, 


There was little or no family group Phbreation.. al though 
the father and mother were jolly and: kind toward the children 
and watohful of their wants and happiness. No pre-school 
training was attumpted other than the possible development of 
imaginative powers in the children's minds by oft-repeated 
tales of folk-lore and tradition. 

‘the eubsedt’ as a child, was given six years of formel 
grade school ednbakdon, all that the community sehool provided 
and the. average amount enjoyed in the rural Gistricts of ire-_ 
Lends: Beyond ‘his it was essential that the student go to ‘ 
Dublin for additional training and this was followed in a 
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najority of cases only when the youth planned to enter 
priesthood, The subject entered school at the age of efx 
a governnent public school at which both boys and girls 
were entered. The sanoudiwed a two-story stone structure 
in the nearby village and attended by about 275 students, 
The boys and girls attended separate classes and even the 

| playgrounds were divided so that there was absolutely no | 
mixing between the sexes. ‘The courses taucht were elementary 
ones, such as reading, writing, bigtnealtidn: history and some 

Latin, In the course of their history classes they were 
taught of thong local heroes who may have taken a leading 
part in local agitation, principally against the encroaching 
English, and thaas wo had been unusually generous and so 
became beloved during the several periods of Frish fanine, 
such as the famous “potato famines.” Subject does not re- 
call the names of any of these. | 

erates | Little singing was practiced and that only of a nature 

| having to do with government propagastia, amd in addition, 
religious songs and chants. He was taught to revere and 
glorify the ancient history of his country, both factual 

"ad Lanendaye: The subject attended school for six reark, 


reaching the bighest grade of the rural education, then re- " 


thawte: home where vee labored for his father. The only out 
side or LB: reading nent iat of Catholic publications ofa 
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There were no actual community festivals gelevrated, 
although thie county being a noted one for the breeding of 
fine Sorees, was the scene annuelly of the Caven County 
Horse Fair, This was the high point of the year for the 
children as well. os the eiulta, all work veine cancelled 
except the essential ones of stock feeding and milking, and 
the entire family attended daily for a week's period. A 
typical country fair was enjoyed, the finest of horses and 
livestock being exhibited for prizes and sels, farm products 
aisplayed and racing enjoyed daily, both flat and steeple- 
ehasing. Punch and Judy shows, contra~-dancing and wrestling 
occupied the other entertainment features. ‘While the fathers 
sold end traded horses and stock, the children, shepherded 
by watehful mothers, romped with neighbor children, bought 
sweets and stered at the "foreign" entertainers. Square 
dencing was a great feature of the geterel’ sollification, huge 
spring platforms being built and musicians from the entire 
countryside fiddling by might end main, From the father's 
standpoint, the fair was of a serious nature, practically ell 
surplus livestock being disposed of to buyers from Dublin and | 
even England, while particularly well trained running and jump- 
ing horses were antexed in the races for considerable purses. 

St. Patrick's Day, Maroh 17th, was a Gay of leisure and 
home entertainment, as wes Christmas and New Years. These 


holidays were purely 4 neighborhood affair, the menfolk gener- 


im io ally visiting from house to house, enjoying extreordinary 
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“pepasts Supplemented by liberal potations from the “little 


brown. Jug." | 

Mareteeee and births were observed in the community by 
the making of eifts, visits from the priests and occasionally 
by a charivari by the younger neighbors. Veaths were obsery- 
ed, ss a rule, by "wakes" at which the nelehbore came to silt 
for hours and recite the virtues of the deceased, as well as 
to drink to his spirit in whiskey while they smoked their tee 
dee Clay pipes. 


» YThe older members of the community elune tenaciously to. 


the costumes of “heir ancestors, among the women this in- 


cluded a white fluted tule cap, a three-cornered hand-woven 
Solored shawl, an apron of intricate design and voluminous 
skirts and petticoats, stockings of white or gray home-woven 
wool and heavy brogens or sabots. ‘he waists were of tightly 
laced basque type, stitched or enbroidered in colors, Night- 


caps were generally worn, of careful design, and tied under 


‘the chin, ‘rhe nicht gown was made of heavy muslin, trinmed 


with Hamburg lace, genes of tucks in the yoke and trailing’ 
on the floor, 

The older men wore woolen shirts beneath smocks belted at 
the waist, knee breeches tied with ribbons above the knee, 


long woolen stockings and extremely heevy brogans. this: was 


all topped with a round eloth or leather hat with conical 


erown end sometimes adorned with cock feathers. 
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| There was no adult enterteinuent of any kind in the town, 
all intercourse with the neighbors being in their homes, , 
There were no libraries or cultural centers and all activity 
centered strictly in the indicidual home. 

At the age of 16 the subject had seen a number of his 
older brothers and sisters marry and create homes of their 
Own. The girls were furnished with dowerles while the boys 
were given slices of the home fern so that there wes not a 
greet deal left, either of finances or land. It was a dis- 
_ eouraging outlook for the “baby of the fenily," 80 thet when 
offered a cash sum if he desired to enigrate, the subject 
‘snatehed the opportunity to try his fortune in the fabulous 
lend of america, — | 

The subject arrived in New mai by steerage at the . 
age of 16, His only training was a poor agricultural one - 

the training and sale of horses and livestoek and a rough 
tutoring in tending bar in the village "pub." He hed no 
definite plans for a career, but believed, as did other home 
— town lads, that america waa 9 lend of gold and that fortune 
could be picked up on the streets. 
| His first impressions of this country was bitterly dis- 
appointing, as he was bewildered, lonesome and confused, Find- 
ing shortly & boarding place with an Irish family who had 
eerlier come to this country from his home county, he sought 


i employment and ceca beg given work in a saloon in an Irish 
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- section of the big city. After several years of this work 
he had accumulated sufficient funds to permit him to travel, 
He decided to see more of the great United States, traveling 
westward through ohio, Indiana and Illinois, working as a 
farmhend, trading horses, buying crops and selling to commis- 
sion houseses, and at tines, working in the railroad shops of _ 
the middle-west, 

Eventually he resumed work as a bertender in Chicago, St. 
Paul, Winnineg, Canada and western Canadian cities, He later 
drifted to Butte, Montena and worked in the saloons of that 
state where he eventually became a proprietor and amassed a 
competence, | 

“hile in Montana he married a German-American widow with 
whom he ie still living, They have no childgen of this union 
but his wife had two daughters and a son by a previous marpisge, 
their father having been a Canadian, They were very small 
children at the time of their mother's marriage to Brady and 
. €rew up with a speaking knowledge of German, @ scattered bit 
of Gaelic, a comprehensive understending of both Irish and 
German folklore and @ reasonable education in American schools. 

The family reads nothing but American publications, be- 
longs to no netive elubvs or societies and are splondia examples 
of products of the American "melting pot." 

‘Their economic position is vastly improved over that in 
_ the native country. Only American holidays are observed, ) die 
| oead maak perhaps the wearing of a shamrock on March ae | 
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himself not an Irishman, but an American, 
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The children know nothing of the countries from which their 
parents sprang, other than by word of mouth and what they 
have been taught in ameriean schools. The subject became 
an American citizen within a few years of reaching this 
country, and regularly votes the Democratic ticket-- straight. 
He declares that he has vastly improved his financial status; 
has been broadened by the advantages in this country beyond 
anything possible in his home land, but admits a constant 
nostalgia for old Erin, which he hopes some day to-alleviate 
by a visit there in company of his family. He further con- 
fesses that while he has constantly missed the homely things 
of his bemeland, he probably would not be content to remain 
there permanently even though he might live there now in con- 
paretive affluence, | 

He is a member of the Modern Woodmen of the World, a member 


of the Long Beach Catholic Chureh, reads the local papers and 


the Irish Freeman, belon’s to his local union and declares 
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Margaret O'Malley was born May ole, (LOO, in Loughreagh, | 
Conneaught, Ireland, which is in the extreme west of Ireland, + 
and is the daughter of Patrick and (Biddy) O'Malley, tenant 
farmers on the estate of a branch of the Leinster family, 
nobility in the northeast part of the sou She was 
brought to this country when she was 12 years of age by her 
aunt and uncle, who had adopted her, and was educated later 
as a trained nurse. 

Miss O'Malley has served on the staff of a Long Beach 
hospital but is acting as office assistant to a well-lknown 
Irish-bom physician in the Professional Building of that 
city at the present time, 

Except for the earliest years of her life in Ireland 
when living conditions in her old home were cruelly hard, 
Miss O'Malley has led both a happy and fortunate existence, 
Succeeding admirably in her chosen profession, and in addi- 
tion to enjoying the devotion of her aged aint and uncle, has 
won a legion of friends throughout the country and particularly 
in Souther California. 

Margaret's recollection of her earlier years at home are 
no longer of the clearest as she left there at such an early 
age,but she has second hand knowledge of many things told 


her by her foster parents who snatched her from a thoroughly 
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miserable existence. Her father was practically destitute, 
Their extremely humble home was in a wild and rugged country 
on the edge of the downs which lead to the Sseae Lashed by 
gales and ra w cold weather, it was a most forbidding country 
a great part of the year. The land was poor, crops uncertain 
and the landlords severe upon the tenantry who struggled so 
hard to live. Her father was a charcoal burner; cut peat 
from a small bog near the house and worked when employment 
was possible as a mason on the estates from which he rented, 
There was seldom sufficient to eat, and even then only the 
coarsest of fare. She was the baby of the family, there be- 
ing a much older brother who died before reaching maturity. 
In the bitter winter when she was 12 years of age, her mother 
passed away which event led to her adoption by her maternal 
unele and emigration to the United States through the port 

of Boston. 

At 6 years of age she was given some private instruction 
by a spinster in the village, a former school teacher who took 
pity on the lonely youngster and attempted to get hera start 
in her schooling. This continued until she was 9 years of age 
when she entered the village school, a link in the county 
school system. Upon arrival in America she was promptly 
entered in the Boston public school system where she made 
Splendid strides, graduating from high school with honors and 
entering training as a nurse at St. Vincent's hospital and 


completing her training at Bellevue hospital in New York Citye 
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The failing health of her aunt brought the decision 7 
years ago that the family seek a kindlier climate, and they 
moved to Long Beach, where Miss O'Malley immediately found 
employment in her profession. 

Miss O'Malley is a citizen, acquiring that status as soon 
as suffrage was possible fof here She has never married, 
apparently preferring her professional career to that of a 
domestic one. She is a member of the Professional Women's 
Club, St. Anthony's Church, one or two social clubs as well 
as the Jefferson Club, a political organization. She is 
interested in the civic affairs of her adopted city, a keen 
analyst of conditions affecting the welfare of the same and a 
reader of the better class publications. 

Miss O'Malley professes absolute indifference toward the 
country of her birthe She remembers it only for its bitterness 
and with no desire to ever even visit it were sucha trip 
possible. She states that she reads no publications from that 
country, although has kept a casual eye through American press 
notices on political changes which have occasionally taken 
place in Ireland, in the same manner that any American citizen 
would show an interest in general world news. 

Miss O'Malley has no hesitation in expressing herself 
forcibly at the question as to whether she has bettered her- 
self by coming to this country. The facts, she declares, are 
evidence clear enoughe She thinks of herself only as an 


American and the betterment is of course self evident. 
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This family came from Ireland in the year 1905, and landed 
in San Francisco where they found quite a few Irish people who 
had been established far some time. The man who is the subject 
of this interview is now thirty-five years of age and married 
to an Irish girl of San Francisco. ‘They now have two children, 
a boy and a girl aged, respectively, eighteen and twenty years. 

-Since he was only about ten years old when he arrived here, 
he, of course, went to school here and became, therefore, an 
American in his manners. His father was a plumber in Ireland 
and they decided to come to the United States on account of the 
higher wages being paid here fa skilled labor. While they did 
not have any business of their owm, they had to look for employ- 
ment, but as San Francisco had a great number of Irish people, 
it was not hard for this mn to get employment. The father and 
mother are not living any more, and this son, living here with 
his wife and two children, followed his father's vocation and is 
employed here as a plumber. On account of present conditions he 
only gets three, and sometimes, fow days a week work, but Geita 
@ union man and an experienced worker, he will always earn an av- 
erage wage of twenty-five to thirty dollars per week. This, of 
course, enables him to take care of his family. Soon the chil- 
dren will have finished high school so they will be able to help 
their father and mother and see more prosperous days. 


They still maintain the old European customs and this man's 
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Son, only eighteen years old, very often works in warehouses of 
food stores at night. He works from four o'clock in the after- 
noon until ten at night ami then rises at six in the morning to 
do his school homework. ‘This means that this boy is kept busy 
continuously in work and a iy and when he is finished with 
high school, he will be able to make his living because he is 
willing to work and has his muscles well developed for doing 
heavy work as well. Therefore, when he is nineteen years old he 
can be proud of being descended from a family of skilled laborers 
and of the fact that he has learned how to work as well as study. 
Because of his training, this boy has a chance for a good future. 
While this family has no property, they are none the less 


good citizens, and we can see it from the way in which the chil- 


dren were brought up. They are two lovely children with nice, quiet 


manners and especially obedient to their parents. ‘This, of course, 
is of great benefit to the city and nation, as whenever they obey 
their parents, they obey their city and country laws and also 
make and set examples to the other youth whom they contact. 

Oneof the reasons why this family today is content and happy 
is that they had the advantage of meeting people from their own 


country who immediately got them a start. 
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This family came from Ireland in the year 1905, end landed 
in San Francisco where they found quite a few Irich people who 
had been established fa: some time. The man who is the subject 
of this interview is now thirty-five years of age end married 
to an Irish girl of San Franciseo. They now have two chilaren, 
a boy and a girl aged, respectively, eighteen and twenty years. 
“.: eoSimee he was only aboub ten years old when he arrived here, 
he, of course, went to schoo] here and became, therefore, an 
American in his mamners. Hie father was a plumber in Ireland 
and they decided to come to the United Cimtes on account of the 
higher wages being paid here for skilied lsbor. While they aia 
net have any business of their omn, they had to look for senha 
ment, but as San Francisco had a great number of Irish people, 
it was not hard for this mn to get employment. ‘The fether and 
mother are not living any more, ami this son, living here wi th 
hie wife and two children, followed hig father's vocation and is 
employed here es a plumber. On account of present conditions he 
only gets three, and sometimes, fow days « week work, but being 
® woion man and an experienced worker, he will always earn an av~ 
erage wage of twenty-five to thirty dollars per week. This, of 
eourse, enables him to take care of his fauily. ‘Soon the ehil- 
dren will have finished high sehool so they will be able to help 
the ir Tather and mother and see more prosperous days. 

They still maintain the old European customs and this man's 
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son, only eighteen years old, very often works in warehouses of 
food stores at night. He works from four o'clock in the after- 
noon until ten at night ani then rises at six in the morning to 
do his school homework. ‘This means that this boy is kept busy 
continuously in work and study, and when he is finished with 
high school, he will be able to make his living because he is 
willing to work and has his muscies well developed for doing 
heavy work as well. Yherefore, when he is nineteen years old he 
can be proud of being descended from a family of skilled laborers 
and of the fact that he has learned how to work as weli as study. 
Because of his training, this boy has a chance for a good future. 

While this family has no property, they are none the less 
good citizens, and we can see it from the way in which the chil- 
dren were brought up. They are two lovely children with nice, quiet. 
manners and especially obedient to their parents. This, of course, 
is of great benefit to the city and nation, as whenever they obey 
their parents, they obey their city and country laws and also 
make and set examples to the other youth whom they contact. 

Oneof the reasons why this family today is content and happy 
is that they had the advantage of meeting people from their own 
country woo immediately got them a start. 


er - a? aa 


=e 4 alah 
Thee Ne ae 
r me , uf 7 tp aes be “i “3 et 
i. 


to seasosetaw at attow uate rev sito exeer abebstiae vise sant a 
~n0dia ost af soode'e ‘cro% mort aixow OM —S 

at golem awit at = ae 
Red Agee ak yot wine & aaa “emaime onde. {Anatase Gane APS 

~ satis doveink at od nedw txe tate bas see xt plas 

| ei ag vegsued pn ives eid olen of elds od ino emia 
‘Btiok tt beqoLeveh i few. salouns ahd-agt fee Ae BEERS 

et Be axney deotwila aL a cody , 6m tenedt Liew as due yraed 
eiewdeL bolitke to yLimet & Mosk Lefrsowed gales to biog 9 

- theta es Ifew as dxew of wos bomraed auton tasks det walt tae a 
eta ROOK 2. wot eonady 4 gai vt ota seinen 
test eit omen ome yosd seb tago- Ty ox pal: eae B ont 

“LL act Aotdy at cow oft sexe 22 900 Aum ov baa euesiED Beam” 
telop: wis Adiw max Liste - loves ont ete ook. sqs iqrond ome 2 
(owtvee te Piel 9 whetorag tient of dastbeda vitetoonse Sem eben : 
todo qudt saver: an miter bee Whe ext ot siete wae 4 ie 


==. | 


oats: bus await yttauon bua <éis. thosit aie. gee otpenad eae 
- dentate gees mpc dtyoy rome ede $4 asigawe fom bates 
wag ms Ate axoenoe ud yabot etinkes cise: yh acceso pet To mmO 


= si shes ee 


yom. on fie oe pee al re ’ 
‘ee P ; 


; : f oa +e > 
+ Pete ’ os i cecaull ie we 


This family came from Ireland in the year 1905, and landed 
En San Pranciseco where they found quite a few Irish people who 
had been established fa@ some time. The man who is the subject 
of this interview is Sie beta ctiee years of age and married 
to an Irish girl of San Francisco. They now have two children, 
a boy and a girl aged, respectively, eighteen and twenty years. 

Since he was only about ten years old when he arrived here, 
he, of course, went to school here and became, therefore, an 
American in his manners. His father was a plumber in Ireland 
and they decided to come to the United States on account of the 
higher wages being paid here for skilled labor. While they did 
not have any business of their om, they had to look for employ- 
ment, but as San Francisco had a great number of Irish people, 
it was not hard for this mn to get employment. The father and 
mother are not living any more, and this son, living here with 
his wife and two children, followed his father's vocation and is 
employed here as a plumber. On account of present conditions he 
only gets three, and sometimes, four days a week work, but being 
® union man and an experienced worker, he will always earn an av- 
erage wage of twenty-five to thirty dollars per week. This, of 
course, enables him to take care of his family. Soon the chil- 
dren will have finished high school so they will be able to help 
their father and mother and see more prosperous days. 

They Still maintain the old Eurepean customs and this man's 
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son, only eighteen years old, very often works in warehouses of 
food stores at night. He works fron four o'dleck in the after- 
nucon until ten ai night ami then riges at six in the morning to 
do his school homework. This means that this boy is kept busy 
Gontimiously in work and study, and when he is finished with 
high school, he will be able to make his living because he is 
willing to work and hae his muscles weli developed for doing 
heavy work as well. Therefore, vhen ne is nineteen years old he 
Gan be prowl of being descenied from a family of skilled laborers 
and of the fact that he has learned how to work as well as study. 
Secause of nis training, this bey has a chance for a good future. 
While this family has no property, they are none the less 
good eitizens, and we can see it from the way in which the ehil- 
diven were brought up. They are two lovely children with nice, quiet 
mannuere and especially obedient to their parents. This, of course, 
is of great benefit to the city and nation, as whenever they obey 
their parents, they obey their city and country Jaws ané elso 
make and set examples to the other youth whom they contact. 

Oxe of the reasons why this family teday is content and happy 
is that they hed the advantage of meeting people from their own 
country vho inmedistely got them a start. 
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, I am a native of County Cork, Ireland. My boyhood was 
“spent in small village near Queensiowne 

My father and mother worked in a linen mill near our home » 
I wes the youngest of six children and my older sister Looked 
after me while our parents were awaye 

My schooling was Bhort but I learned to read, write and do 
sums. As soon as I was thought to be old enough, I went to work 
in the mill. 

When I was seventeon 1 wanted to go to sea. I huhg around 
the docks at Queenstown and after while <ot a job on a mall steam- 
er which went off to the mail boats which sailed between Ajerica 
and “urope. We would take off themails and transfer them to 
the railroads for quick forwarding to all parts of the British 
Isles, thus g-ining much time delivery. 

fhis work brought me in contact with ships and their Nrtibece 
and I got a chance to go as sailor on one of the vunard = 
and made several trips to New Yorke it soon became apparent) ' i 
to me that advancement on the Cunard line would be miei boys 
with influence behind them were getting thepreference. 

With this in mind, 1 was an the lookout for a job on ae 
American ship. ‘When the ee EP came, | shifted to a ship 
sailing between lew York and the West Indies. sy this tiie 


I was past twenty-one so 1 took out my first papers for na tural- 
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I got to be a quarter-master on the line i was now sailing 
for and stayed on t is job for several years, meantime, study- 
ing navigation and reading up on maritime law and kindred subjects. 

As goon as 4 got my full citi-enship pape’s 1 went up for 
my lisence as third officer on ‘merican ships and soon after got 
a job on a freighter bound for the Pacific Coast via the Straits 
of Majellan. I made two trips on this run then our ship was 
transferred to a run between San Francisco and the ishhmus of 
Tehuantepec with freight for transhipment via the Tehuantep rail- 
road to another s ip on the Atlantic ‘oast for delivery to ports 
on that side. 

When thePanama Cansl opened we made the trip via that route 
direct to New York and also other Atlantic ports. By that hime 
I was sailing as second officer. 

puring the early part of the European war we ran the sub- 
ramine blocade and carried all sorts of cargo to British ports 
from any poins qn this side of the Atlantic thut we were sent toe 
1% was nerve racking work, going through the subramine .guge ond 
we had many a scare, but no attacks 

When the United States entered the war I enrolled the 
Naval Reserve and was made an ensign and assigned to 4 supply 


transport that made many trips to Sordeauxe 


fhe strain andhard work on these trips tole on me and shortly 
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I am a native of County Cork, Irelenie "Ny boyhood ms 
apent in small village near Omeens tLOMie , 

ty father end mother worked in a linen mill near our Lome 
I wes the youngest of Six children and my older sister looked 
after me while our perents were eweye. 

My schooling wes bhort but I learned to read, write and do 
~_ SURS 28 soon es I was thought to be old enough, I went to work 
in the mill. 

When I was sevente cn I wanted to go to seas | hung sround 
the docks of gueenstown and after while .ct a job on a small steam- 
er which went off to the mail boasts which asiled between /jerica 
and Urope.s Se would teke off themails and transfer them to 
the railroads for quick forwarding te all parts of the Sritish 
Isles, thus gcining auch tine delivery. 

This work brought ae in contact with ships and their officers 
and I got a chance to go as sailor on one of the .unard liners 
and made several trips to Tew Yorke it soon becnne apparont 
to o¢ thet advancement on the Cunard line would be slow, boys 
wi th influence behind them were cetting thepreference. 

With this in sind, i was on the leokout for a job on an 
Amer ican ships When the opportunity cams, i shifted to a ship 
sailing setwoen ew York and the vest indies. Sy this ti ¢ 
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ing navigation and reading up om maritime law and kindred subjects « 
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transferred te a run between Sen Francisco and the iskhmus of 
fehuentepeec with freight for transhipment via the Tehyantep reil- 
road to snother s ip on the Atlantic ‘oest for delivery! to ports 
on that sid@e 

When thel’anama Caml opened we made the trip vie that route 
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I was sailing as second officers 
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| comieny on Shei Sen Frereigeo wharf. 
Jam still «t the same job and have eharge of the loading 


on unloading gear. i am married ani have 2 family end feel 
“no hankering to go beck te sea» No, I do not want to go back to 
{reland except maybe for s visit, if I could afford ite 


if Sie Pe ae re ee oe 
oo ee ta Le 


c 
7 re Vea 
' ' 


= i “. oot ae, 4 
y 7 La ; 


| isi 
Sag ams woe atood a sve an ‘ 
~2t OF eqaltc? gok oheseted af mr éuoe ayer tao 


4 


3 bs ii 
e 


¥ fe 1 tat + Pi a: a ; 
*Oteds edtgom wks emg ‘be 2a eeu 
- a aie : es i 


tems ome i Las bomudt Leven ade moe’ agradou we , 
Ala 42 hd bon Soi 2 30% to?lke goose he 4098 Scott aa ae 

| a at edb okie aarti MSE ates? mo 

ssaeoL aid Lo egraio evadt Bus dot ames ald tp Siige aa t a 
ive} tas Elion? « ovat dae Be }etan nek = 1293 at banda ae is 

o2 Shad Of OF @oaw fun ad I «9h o8oe of £9 ad oy of phigh a 


oth BeePha bheoy 1 24 ater @ wt otyes teeee Rentext 
tT 


Mrs. Bs. ~- Irish Janine Sharman 
Age a secret. | 11/20/35 


Aside from Mrs. Bts charming accent, the origin of which most 
people findit difficult to trace, it is amazing what Americanization 
has done to this full blooded colleen. With her American husband and 
her eighteen year old son, life goes blithely and laughingly on. An 
unexpected quip and a bit of dry humor in every sentence. Difficult 
phases of existence are refused in their apparent seriousness. A 
vein of humorous philosophy invariably turns the tide and what ap- 
parently was a catastrophe, is turned aside and becomes an integral 

437 of a normal plane. 

Twenty years ago, Mrs. B. was an irish belle of the highest 
social strata in Belfast, Ireland. Her father was and is a distiller 
of that liquid joy, whiskey - enjoys a good business and contributes 
his bit toward the gayety of this American nation. Mrs. B., as a 
colleen, learned to toil as other giris - is a good cook, gardener, 
and can make beautiful lace. She met her husband while he was on a 
business trip to Belfast, Ireland, that business being {Santen oe . 
Very soon after their marriage Mrs B. Severed all ties with her home- 
land and set forth from Liverpool, England, for a new world and a new 
life with a new husband. In the spring of 1915, she set foot on the 
shores of Boston. This was Mr. B's home and the Irish bride was feted, 
partied and dined at considerable length. She still remembers how 
‘intrigued her new friends were with her Irish chatter and made her 
repeat words or phrases that caught their fancy. She remained in 
Boston for a year and business took Mr. B and fatily to Chicago - 


f 
AM here for ten years and then on to Los Angeles. 


Mrs. B, has far from lost her identity in marriage. She has re- 
tained heretndiniaasl i ty. and contributed happiness md constructive 
living to all with whom she has come in contact. She writeslyrical 
rhyming lines, but only for her own pleasure - some day she may relent 
and make some attempt at having them published. Now they are only a 
hobby. In Chicago she learned stenography - the art of deciphering 
lines and hooks into any language so intrigued her that nothing could 

Be oor her from taking up the study seriously. She has used it 
\v ‘many times and finds it an invaluable asset in club work and even in 
| assisting her husband. She is a member of many clubs, philanthropic 


a and social and almost invariably holds an executive position. 
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